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Proving they are forfeited to the Families, from 
whom they were plundered, or ought tg; be =» 
reſtored to Gop and the Cuvrcy, to whom 


they were given; i. e. our Country, that wants 
them to pay Debts and Taxes, c. 


| Containing more and more uſeful Matter, than had been pub- 
-, liſhed on this Head, at the cheapeſt Rate, for general Infor- 
mation; and, among other important Diſcoveries, a ne., 
Argument from the Maxtus of Law, and the Conftitation, | F 
125 apply'd to theſe Eſtates, and another on the MoEzTMATY | 
ACT ; with the Opinions of the beſt Lawyers: The Religion . 
of a Briton by his Barn aichr, and the Tryal of F. 


REIGN or Reveal'd RaLicien and JURISDICTION * 


an Engliſp King and Legiſlature. 
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The FOURTH EDATIDN enlarged, deg? 
With a new Deciſive Diſſertation,viz. A fair and final Challen allengery 
Church-Governors, Teachers, and Believers, proved; inſi „ 
from their own Principles, on more than what is called Mat 
matical Demonſtration, as the only Criterion of Reveal'd Reli, | 
gion, Caſe of Conſcience to Catholicks, Biſhops, and wind, 
 lenters, and a Scientific Method to ſolve it for ever. ö 


Particularly Neceſſary For Gentlemen, Students in the Unteres ; 
Scholars, Students and Profeſſors of theLaw, and I the Mathematicians, | | 


- mn A Great Prelate has owned, there ought 0 be no | Perſecution * | 
a Mac. —.— all to examine bis — — | 
: : — . 


LoNDON: 
kanne for w. WII, near St. Fu“ s, and to be had 4620 Books 0 
5 ſellers in Town and. Country. 1745 1 8 F 
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X. nn 


e NEW 
Deciſive D185ERTATION, E 


SCRIPTURE ERENGERLES, 


HE Law of the Lord is JAB, conu 
Soul: The Teſtimony of the 
wiſe the Sim ** 7 be Statutes of the Lord are right, 
true and righteuus altogether. Every Word of God 
gs 's pure. To the Law and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not 
: According to bis Mord, it is becauſe there is no Light in them. 
"Twill fhew thee that wblch þ is noted in the 8 cripture of Truth. 
The Word of God abideth for ever, and this is the Word, 
which by the * is preached unto you. Ve ſhall not add to 
the Word, nor diminiſb from it. Add thou not unto his Words, 


Left he reprove thee, and thou be found a Lyar. Men, by their 


| Traditions, make void the Word of God, reject his Command, 
male it of none Effi. Your reaſonable Service. Faith is 
 #he Evidence of Things not ſeen: : Immutable, ftrong, fure, 
Haaf: Proportion of Faith. Nothing wavering. That 
e may know the Certainty of 8 thefe Things, wherein ye have 
Bay mſtrutted. Leal accor ans to Knowledge, Be ready 
albν,He give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you. Peace in 
beheving. Full Aſſurance of Faith, immoveable, without 
doubting. Demonſtration of the Spirit and Power. In the 
Beginning was Reaſon. Reaſon was with God, and Reafon 
-was "God God is Light, the true Light that tighteth 
. a of. your elbe es kniw ye not that which is right? 
There is a "Thee — and the Inſpiration of the Alm 
et vim Undz 
e of. the Spirit ix given to nem Man, The Fruit of the 
Spirit is in all Goodneſs, and Righteauſneſs and Truth, Ye 


are manifeſtly declared 10 be, the Epiſtle of Confis written 


00 00 l but Oey! kgs wh a od. Not in 
. 


* 


ure, making 


+ /taniing. The” Manifeftation-[ 6 Reveld- 


———— Manoa: 

Tables of Stone, but in fleſhly Tables of the Heart: The 
Anointing is Truth, and no Lye. God bas given us the Spirit 
of Power and of a ſaumd Mind. Th: F::*h of Gad's Eleet, 
the Acknowledgment , the Truth, tobich is after Godlineſs. 


| Not handling the Mord of God deceitfully. God, Chriſt, the 
Spirit, are Truth. The Church is: the Pillar and Ground. of 
Truth. That thy Faith fail nat. The Gates of Hell al! 
not prevail againſt, it. The Foundation of God ſtandeth 

ſure: Moe unta you Scribes and Phariſees ; SSW 


So that the Scripture itſelf requires, as Marks of Re- 
veal'd Religion, Perfection, Certainty, Truth, Infallibi- 
lity, Univerſality, Right, Purity, Freedom from Sin, De- 
fect, or Adulteration, true Writing, and Scripture genuine: 
Eternal Permanency, no Addition, or Diminution ; not de- 
feated by Tradition: unchangeable, neceſſary, undoubted 
Evidence; Proportion or Ratio of Faith, which is demon- 
ſtrable: Demonſtration it felf; Full Aſſurance, Reaſon, all 
Truth, no Lye, no Deceit, c. if it wants any one of theſe 
Marks, it is not Reyeal'd Religion. es 
In a Religion ſuppos'd to be, much more, impos'd as, 
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* 
* 
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 ReveaL'D from Gop, there ought not be one Difficulty, 
not one, Uncertainty, not one Imperfection, not ane Immora- 
lity, not one Contradiction, Abſurdity, or Imboſſubility in the 
Obligation, not one Error, Falſbood or Fallacy ; be 
But to come from God, to be worthy of him, it ought 
to be totally and invariably LIKE Gon, all Beauty, Splen- 
dor and Perfection, without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing, Holy and without Blemiſh ; deform'd by no Guile, 
Sin, or Darkneſs at all; directly and immediately, to be 
ndoubtedly, reveal'd by him. „ IO. 
_-.. Eſpecially, as it is preſumed (in human Language, and 
. according to our Ideas), to be a kind of Second, or Aſter- 
- Thought, a Reformation of what was deficient before, an 
Improvement upon and Addition to our natural Powers and 
Diſcoveries ; a Removal of all the Obſcurities, Doubts, 
and Evils complain'd of in the State of ſinful and corrupt 
Nature, an entire Abſence of all that was liable to Cenſure, 
anda full convincing Preſence of all that was or could be 


— 


o 


© Conceived.to hegy „ right, and defirable. 
Nor will this Way of arguing be ſhaken by the Conſe- 
Juence, that, therefore, tbe Morld, abounding with Sin and 
Pain, could not be from God: Since there has been no ſuth 
pteſum'd After-thought in the Reformation of the Natural 
| Woo ns World, 


+ 4 J 


World, "as is directly ſuppos'd i in a net Po give Reb Re 


ligion + In the latter is expreſly a ſecond Lodel, which there 


fore ought to be unexceptionable; we can prove the Mord 
is not from Man, whereas Reveal d Religion,” confider*d as 
an additional Syſtem to the Light of Reaſon, is capable, in 


every Step of being traced to be from Man only, over- 


ſpread with all his Infirmities ; and we would ehearfully 
embrace Reveal d Religion, ſo call'd, if it was recommended 
to us by Evidence of its proceeding from God, equal to 
what we diſcern in the Structure of the World, with all its 


Objections; ; tho? T do not enter into that Queſtion, it is 
not my preſent Buſineſs to prove the World is or is not from 


God, only ſo far 25 to ſhew the Caſe is not paraller; for 


1 


Every Being in the World is per fict i in its Kind, how: 


ever relatively imperfect; Poſitive ReveaPd Religion is NOT 


perfect 1 in its Kind, in any Scheme that ever was offer'd ; it 


is, not in a mere aſbettive Senſe, but, abſolutely, inper- : 
fett; for, as reveaPd, it ought to be all light, clear, {EE 


Siftibly. evident to the Underflanding ;\ ; becauſe Gd, by 
a new Turn of "Things imply*d in the very Idea, muſt 


be imagin'd to make it ſo: Not ſuch, as to leave 
us in a more perplex'd and bewilder'd' Condition, than 


we'were in before: To REVEA L, is to do ſomething over 


again, well and tö the Point, which was not ſo thoroughly 
done before, but left to chat new Operation'to'accomplifh : 


It is the contrary, therefore Ut has an eſſential Contragiztion, 


and could not be from God.” 
'To mend'the Matter; and not to mend it, at the Ame 


Time, and demand our Belief of it; when che Obligation , 


ineludes an Impoſſibility to know it is from God; do fay 


it is from God with all the Marks and Phnemena of 14 


being from Man: That it flows from an infinite] 


Being, wien there are apparent Enormities im it, bib ele take 
away the Criterion between an infinitely Good and an 


Evil Spirit, introduce Diaboliſm and Atheiſm by a neceffar) 
Win ne ſubvert all Evidence and Certainty, cone 
us to think without Ideas, and reaſon againſt Reaſon.” 


Indeed, ſtrictly, we are not obli igen to prove in Oppoſtion 
to ReneaÞd Religion : But the Onur probandi, the Nt 


_ * 


and Daty of the Proof lies on thoſe, who aſſert it: We 
are in poſſeſſion of and maintain the Affirmative, that Rea- 


ſon is ſufficient Religion,” to all Intents and Purp⸗ oſes': _ 
d efend the Negative and "affirm Revela tion They, with 


C ˙ a2 Sth. Sal (fv 


1 


—— 


OO LES .. = 
us, own the Exiſtence of Reaſon, ſo that they are concluded: 
by our Part, as the Proteſtants are concluded; by the Papiſts, 
in owning, Tradition: They agree with us /o far, and are 
Rationaliſts But we do not in any degree admit _Revela- .. 
tion to be ſa much as Matter e, Fact Nor has it ever, 
nor can it be proved to be a Matter of Fact: They are 
bound to prove its Exiſtence; till then, it is a Ven- entity 
to u . to wb ie 
But ſince they have not, with all their Evidence, ſupe- 
rior Light, and Infallibility, got any farther yet, than to 
give us a mere Woman's Reaſon for it, that it is ſo, and \ 
be, . becauſe it is and ſhall be; fince they have carry'd us 
yet no farther than implicit Faith, captivating or en/laving © 
us to'its Obedience, that is, their Dominion, bid us ſhut our 
Eyes and ſee, or open them, and ſee only what they civilly 
enjoin us, I will endeavour to ſuggeſt one Method, at 
preſent, (there may be different and more elegant 
Methods even of Demonſtration itſelf,) of deciding this 
Queſtion. by /elf- evident Principles, ſuch as muſt produce, 
in the Proof, Demonſtration, and in the Mind, Science. 
Reaſons, why we demand abſolute Demonſtration of 
ReveaPd Religion, are, that to believe and therefore act by 
an Impoſture, may be a danmable Sin, that Faith ought to be 
indubious, by. the Scripture itſelf, without Doubt or Vaver- 
ing, ſtedfaft, evident, analogous, unmdueable or unchange- 
4 able, with full Aſſurance, and Demonſtration- of the Spirit 
9 and Power ; which are the Characteriſticks of abſolute 
mathematical Demonſtration ; ſo that no Man can poſſeſs a 
3 Scripture Faith without it: Nor can any Perſon - have a 
q Criterion, or diſtinguiſhing Mark, that it is from God, 
J unleſs it be as intuitive as God's Omniſcience and Power can 
a make it; it ought to be ſuch, as mu/? necefſariy come from 
God ; otherwiſe none can be bound to believe it is from 
God: If it may be from any but God, it is not neceſſarily. 
Divine, nor of a Divine Obligation : Becauſe: there is a 
3 * formide contrarii ſtill left, a Fear, and Scruple, a Doubt, 
1 a Poſſibility. it may not be from God: Which contradiQts - 
even Seripture-Faith admitting no Doubt at all: And it 
contradicts the Neceſſity — 2 from the Attributes of 
God; for it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that God would reveal 2 
Religion, the Eſſence of which involves an Obligation to 
receive and obey it, without giving it all that Evidence 
which infinite Knowledge, Power, Truth, Qc. could be- 
ſtow upon it, which is intuitive Knowledge, for God: can 


A: 
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Wh would require. more than what * commonly. call 
thematical Demonſtration. : 


For Inſtance, inthe Caſe. of the incommenſurable Quan- 
tities, the M imptots, and what Sturmius and others call 
the Incomprehenſibles of the Mathematicks, God muſt be 
ſuppos d to have the adæquate Idea, and Power of Demon- 

ſtration, which Man has not; but he may have both, or all 
the Data of Facts, if God reveals them; 
Religion is a Caſe of greater Importance than the Ma- 
thematicks, it binds the Conſcience to Belief and Obedi- 
ence under the higheſt Sanctions to Eterniry : If God re- 
vealed it, he would give it proportionable Certainty ; and 
thoſe who inculcate it, the Ability to diſplay it by more 
clear and ſatisfactory Media, than the utmoſt Efforts in 
Geometry and Algebra purſued by human Inveſtigation can 
_Jupply. On the contrary, it has no Method, no Defini- 
tions, no clear diſtin& regular Proceſs ; 

They, who affirm that Reveal'd Religion is NECESSARY, 
oblig e themſelves to demonſtrate it, for necefſary Bush are 
the Obe of Demonſtra non. 

Mr. Warburton and they who agree with him Ms join 
Iſſue en this Head, for he pretends to demonſtrate the Divine 
Legation of Mofes : | 

Kahlius, in his Logic, has avowedly pointed out a Way 
to bring the Calęulation of Matters of Fat to the Evidence 
of 9 the Author of computing the Degrees of Cre- 
dibility, in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, has done the 
fame ; Du Adoivre the like, by Chances or Contingencies, fo 
ally who have written upon Games of Chance: All, who 
Fequire rational Faith due to Revelation oblige themſelves 
to demonſtrate its Ratio — to alledge, that a Ratio is 0. 
demonſtrable, and yet require and command it in Rational 
Faith, is a Contradiction in Terms. 

If Revelation be not demonſtrable, it falls by another 

Contradittion, and that is, that the Scripture itſelf makes 
the Mark of Demonſtration, indubieus Evidence, requiſite 
to it: And no Baak or Evidence contradicting itſelf can 
be from God. 

We will agree to receive it, AS from God, even ſup- 
poling the Matters of Fact in it can be proved i in a Way, 
equal to that Demonſtration, which in Caſes of Moral Vir- 


ine is affirm'd by Pafendorf, Woolafton, Cudworth, IWalfius, : 


* Spinoſa, Du Hamel, Locke, Barbeyrac, &C, 1 


Jamenfirate, and more adzquately than Man: fo = ſtrick 


wy 
N 


lf they can produce one competent Witneſs to evince a Mors 
Obligation (waving the poſitive Divine Obligation, which is 
out of all Reach), to believe there ever was ſuch a Perſon 
as Moſes or Feſus Chriſt, we will receive it: By a competent 
Witneſs I mean, one, of a known and an impartial diſ- 
intereſted Character, who knew either of them, and whoſe 
Teſtimony is genuinely extant : Who is that Witneſs? 
Father Harduin himſelf, the learned Jeſuit, well acquainted 
with antient Writings, is repreſented by Aznken, in his 
Charletanerie des Sgavans, to have aſſerted, not only that 
all antient Books have been falſify*'d, but that there always 
was a Society of Falfifiers or Forgers, to alter and ſham them 
on Mankind for private Intereſt, or that of their Body; 
Did he mean by that Society, the Church of the Fews, and 
of Chrift, (ſo called) in whoſe Writings are diſcover'd fo 
many Alterations, Suppreſſions, Fallacies, c. and whoſe 
Intereſt it always was to change and turn them, as ö 
pleaſed? This is not the Caſe of all Hiſtory, of Alexander 
or Cæſar, there was no Intereſt of a perpetual Confederacy 
to impoſe on Mankind. Is there one Perfonin'the Chriſtian 
Church, who is or is not inſolent and oppreſſive, on its Power 
and Revenues, who will fairly ſtand this, or any Argu- 
ment, before the People, on the Truth of Revelation, by 
a diſtin& and full Analyſis, without Sophiſtry, Corruption, 
Tumult, Riot, Violence, Expenſe, indire& ConduR, or 
praRiſing on Great Men, Judges, Magiſtrates, or Juries, 
to over-rule the Queſtion, or give a ſiniſter Turn to it? If 
Revelation be true, they are all bound to it, it renders it 
their Duty: If they do not ſtand it, if they ſculk behind 
the Throne, make a Screen of a Minifter, call Names, 
ſet on foot Proſecutions, take Refuge in their Authority, 
their Aſcendent, their Party, getting the implicit Faith df 
Women, Children, the Prejudic'd, the Ignorant, the Ter- 
rify'd, the Bigot, the Superſtitious, on their Side, or other 
Artifices, by which alone their Revelation has been exalted, 
it is a Proof, they do not themſelves believe it, but are u- 
dels of Faith, a ſiving Contradiction, Monſters, and ought 
to be call'd to Account, for having been, in all Ages, Ag- 
greſſors on the Rights of Human Naturmme. 
We challenge Demonſtration, becauſe otherwiſe, we 
cannot have the requiſite Security, that their Revelation 
mut neceſſarily be from God, and not from mene Man, or 
an evil or imperfolt Being; and becauſe, (Matters of Fatt, 
which to us, are Contingencies, yet, conſuder d in Gon, 8 
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_ "eceſſary Being, are weeefary, for there is no Compoſition 


in God, of neceſſary and contingent; God has all the Data, 
he can make them to Man what they are to himſelf, Self- 
evident; he will do what he can to reveal them, and if he 
does not, they are no Revelation. | | 

Alexander and Cæſar are not injoyn'd on Men, to be be- 


lieved ; theſe are + Faith being Aſlent to the Teftimony of 


a Witneſs, that Teſtimony of that Witneſs ought to be 
brought: Even Dr. Bentley, in his admired Phileleutherus 


* Lipftenſis' againſt Mr. Collins, has given up the Point, in 


maintaining, that the Text of Revelation, is not in this or 


that Manuſcript or Scripture, (Scriptures are Manuſcripts 


and not hing fe} but in ALL ; ALL are impoſſible to be had, 
none is lig d to an Impoſſibility, therefore not to believe a 


 Txxr, or any TRaAnIrtIon, of REVELATION, the 


Obligation of which ſubſiſts in Al. I, for the Integrity or 
Emireneſs, the Totality, of that Text, of that Tradition. 


If it be not real but political or canomical Faith, ar Aſſent, 


¶ political and canonical are the fame, one in the State, for 
civil Convenience only, the other in the Church, for the Like, ) 
that is requir'd, if only th? Profeſſion of Faith, be claim'd, 
let us be plainly told it, and we have Revelation and Policy 
the ſame at once: That we ſubſcribe, we aſient, we read, 
hear, and join in, Common: Prayers, Creeds, and the reſt, 
as Acts of Parliament, or of Councils and Synods, in our 
own Conſtruction, the State or Church having limited none, 
and one private Perfon's Senſe of them being as good as 
another : What are Books of Piety, Paſtoral Letters, Bi- 
ſhops Charges, Sermons, and the other Apparatus of this 
Machinery, but the Sentiments of private Men, which may 
not be even thoſe of the Church they belong to, but miſ- 
lead from Church or Meeting-Principles, while they ſeem 
to be in it: What is Dr. Taylor, Dr. Horneck, Dr. Lake, or 
Dr. Gibſon, to me or any Perſon, about Prayer, a good 
Life, or the Sacrament, or other Duties: I am not bound 


by any Law of God to think about them, nor to inquire, 


whether there ever was a Father, a Council, a Synod, an 
Univerſity, a Convocation, a Preacher, a Church or Meet- 
ing, a Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, in the World : Where is 
that Law of God? If none, it is prudential, and diſcretionary: 


Every Perſon may be, if he be juſt io his Reaſon, to Gon, his 


own Biſhop; no need of the CH AR OCE: A RomiſpPrieſt, F. 
Foarnier, in his HYDROCGRATTHY or Hiſtory of the Admiraliy 
of France, on the Queſtion, Whether, in the want of a 
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Chaplain at Sea, a Man might not, in Danger of Death, give 


v S— 


himſelf the Sacrament, if the He. conſecrated be in the Ship; 


quotes Cajetan and Suarez for it: And why ma yhe not conſe- 


crate it himſelf, as well as give it himſelf; or do better by Conſe- 
crating, Sanctiſhing, himſelf without it, ſince every where he 


that worketh Righteouſneſs is accepted of God, the pure in 
Heart ſhall ſee God, God is worſhipped in Spirit and Truth, 


and Paul ſpeaks of rea ſenable Service and Sacrifice, Rom. xii. I. 


The general Principles of Reaſon and Virtue, or of the 


Attributes of God, (which are the fame, or we could not 


know, what it is to be /ike Gd), are to one, who makes 
a right Uſe of his Faculties, as clear as the Sun, till ob- 
ſcured by Revelation; and ſo are the Conſequences of them: 
Let Common Senſe, with a rational Education and Improve- 
ment, alone to itſelf, undebauch'd by Romance, and the 


World would ſoon be wiſer, better and happier : Ends op- 


poſed by ſuch Extra-natural Chimeras, as tend to render 


Mankind Fools, Knaves, Slaves and IPretches. 
I would beg Leave to addreſs zwo Caſes of Conſcience. on 


this Subject, one to the Biſbops and their Diſciples as Pro- 


teſtants, the other, to Diſſenters, Ainiſters and People, as 


profeſſing to act on a conſcientious Foundation. 


Firſt to the Biſhops, &c. as Proteflants ;. that, having 


renounc'd Popery, they cannot, with a ſafe Conſcience, 


poſſeſs the Revenues and Rights annex'd only to Popery and 


| thoſe Uſes by the Donors : Which being the Reaſon of the 


Laws whereby they hold them, that ceaſing, their Title 
ceaſes: And further, that, by renouncing Popery they re- 
nounced Reveal'd Religion by an immediate Conſeguence, and 
their Rights from it; for, by renouncing the Superſtitions, 
as themſelves term them, introduc'd by thoſe who brought 
the News of Chriſtianity itſelf, they renounced all Certainty 
of the Truth of any thing they taught; they renounc'd the 

ole, which was of the Nature of ALL OR NONE: They 
diſclaim'd their own Witneſſes ; for the Pope's Supremacy, or 
the Duty of Communion with the Ste of Rome, is as much 
the Doctrine of Tradition as the Bible: Their Income is 
equally devoted to Super/titzous Uſes in what they keep of 


| Chriſtianity, as what they have thrown away, and there- 
- fore as liable to be taken from them : The Revenues they 


hold are equally the Property of the Poor, that is, of the 


Country, as thoſe of the Church of Rome were of the Poor, 


who begg'd an Alms: There is as much Evidence of the 
Truth of Popery as of W of Chriſtianity; the 
TT | >, parti - 


j 
| 


| „ 10 | | | | 
particular Doctrines of 4 . be falſe, on the Prin- 
ciples of the Church of · England, which commands the 
Reception of Church- Authority in Matters both of Faith and 
Ceremonies, ſuppoſing the Romiſb Church- Authority be, as it 
is, on the ſame Footing with the Scripture- Authority; the 
Fathers are moſtly popiſh Saints, and the Confutations of 
Popery are Confutations of Chriſtianity : So that if one be 
falſe, all is, the Truth of all depends on the ſame Teſti- 
mony of Tradition, and the ſame Authority of thoſe, who 
deliver'd the Syſtem to England : Chillingworth's Cry of the 
Bible, the Bible, the Religion of Proteftants, is a Miſtake : 
There is not a Proteſtant Church that does not enjoin more 
than the Bible, even their own Senſe and Uſe of it : And 
the Bibll is by Tradition: Except, as rationally explain'd 
and apply'd, which does not depend on Chriſtianity or Tra- 
dition, but Argument. The Scripture received down from 
the firſt Ages, from Ignatius, Irenæus, Cyprian, Auguſtin, 
Chryſaſtom, Hilary, Ferom, Ambroſe, Tertullian, Origen, 
Clement of Alexandria, &c. is therefore embraced, the ſame 
Witnefles atteſt the Doctrine of one Univerſal Church, 
under the Primacy of, or in Communion with, the See of 
Rome, from St. Peter ; | 5 
The Church, one viſible Body, with an inviſible Head, or 
with a hundred viſible Bodies and a hundred viſible Heads, 
would, to them, have been thought a Prodigy. 
As the Papiſis conclude the Proteſtants by their own 
Evidence, as a Conceſſion and a prior Argument, ſo the 
Rationaliſis conclude BoTH by the Like, i. e. Right 
Reaſon, which BoTH agree to be the Rule by which 
Revelation is to be known and diſtinguiſhed: As the 
Papiſts pronounce, that the Proteſtants cannot be ſaved 
or be.in' a State of Acceptance with God, becauſe they 


1 22 A lend api, as Paul ſpeaks of the Heretic, 1. e. 


Self- condemned by their own Evidence, and voluntarily 
excommunicated by their own deſerting the Catholic 
Church, in Contra- diſtinction to thoſe, who are con- 
demn'd or excommunicated by 4 judicial Sentence, in 
Form; (for, after all the Speculations of Dr, Stebbing 
and Mr. Fofter on Hereſy, that is the moſt probable 
Senſe of the Word auJerd]exete,) in the ſame Man- 
ner, the Rationalifts might, if one Man could judge ano- 
ther, pronounce both Papiſis and Proteſtants not ſaved, 
not in a State of Acceptance with God, becauſe they 
are ſelf-condemn'd by their own Evidence, their own 
| | Witneſs, 


[ 22 ] 
Witneſs, right Reaſon, and thereby voluntarily excom- 
municated by their own deſerting the one Catholie 
Church or Society of rational Beings, the proper Civi- 
tas Dei, or City of God, whereof God is the Head, to 
follow the Hereſy of ReveaPd Religion, a Party or Fac- 
tion againſt the prior Rights of Human Nature, Aggreſ- 
ſors on Mankind, idoliſing the Word of Man, in- 
ſtead of honouring Right Reaſon as the Word of God: 
For prior Obligatio ſuperſedet poſteriori, the prior Obliga- 
tion of Right Reaſon ſuperſedes the latter of Reveal'd 
Religion, where there is a Contradiction between 
them, as there is, when Right Reaſon commands onl 
to receive that which is rational, moral, ſuitable to 
the Divine Attributes, and ſelf-evidently from God, as 
his Word, and a Syſtem of Revelation is commanded, 
on the other Hand, which is repugnant to all of them. 
For as to other federal Societies, or Churches, they are 
built on meer Will, on political Conſent, which may be 
given to the Church of Rome for the ſame Reaſon as to 
the Churches of England, Scotland, &c. and to the 
Former, a“ fortiori : Eſpecially on the Codex-primciple, 
which is the Authority of Popes and Legates; and that 
would eſtabliſh them and the Pretender here; but the 
Church of Right Reaſon is not built on: meer Will, its 
Principles are unchangeable, eternal and neceſſary, and 
other Churches carry the ſame Marks of Hereſy in de- 
viating from that, which any of thoſe attribute, in their 
Turn, to one another: Hereſy is a Party, Partulity 
is the Character of it, againſt any True Society; in Re- 
velation, the God of All is made partial to this or that 
Perſon or People ; and veſting Man with God's incom- 
municable Power, another Abſurdity; ſo that as the Papiſts 
claim an Advantage over the Proteſtants, that the Pro- 
teſtants own them, but they do not own” the Pro- 
teſtants, rhe Rationaliſts have the Advantage over 
both, that both own right Reaſon, but it owns neither 
of them. | | | | 
This is the firft Caſe of Conſcience addreſs'd to the Bi- 
ſhops, under the Head of the Romiſh Revenues kept ſtill 
for ſuperſtitious Uſes, not for thoſe of Juſtice and Charity ; 
their being concluded by their own Evidence, Right 
| Reaſon; and having renounced their Witneſſes of Reveal'd 
Religion, by renouncing thoſe of Popery, which ſtands 
on the ſame Footing, Cr 
| b 2 1 
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The focohd Caſe of Conſcience is addreſs'd to the Diſ- 
ſenters, as Profeſſors of acting by the Light of Conſcience, 
or Right Reaſon, in a peculiar Manner; that they are 
more over-ruled by this Conſideration to reject Reveal'd 
Religion, if they find it contains one Defect, or Blemiſh. 
oppolite to Reaſon, as to Belief, Doctrine, or Manners: 


But there is one Point by which they are obliged to 


proceed, 2x conceſ, to be conſiſtent with their own | 


Principles; 


They oppoſe the e of Men in the 2 of 


God: They approve, in general, a. Book, called the 


Altare Damaſcenum, or Altar of Damaſcus, in which the 


Superſtitions of Popery retained by Proteſtants are made 
unlawful, becauſe of Pagan Extraction: Since we are for- 
bidden to do after the Works of the Hauen, or to go 
a Whoring after their Inventions : 

Now if the Original of Revelation, of Inſpiration, in 
general, beſides many particular Uſages founded on it, 
mentioned by various Authors, De Laune, Stopford, An 
Account of antient Ceremonies in Twelves, Dr. Mareſin of 
Aberdeen, and more lately, in the Parallel between the 
Pagans and Feſuits, and by Dr. Middleton, c. If theſe 
appear to be of Pagan Extroction, to be Inventions of Men 


in the Marſbip of Ged, they are bound by their own Rea- 


ſons to diſclaim them. 
Dr. Spenſer, de Legibus Hebræorum, labours to prove, 


that 1sſes himſelf copy'd many of his Ordinances from 


the Egyptians, to ſuit the popular Taſte, whereas, by 
the Way, that deſtroys the Credit of Revelation, for its 
Intention muſt be, not to humour and oratify, but to 


rectiſy popular Errors; fo that all the Explications of 


Texts, which proceed upon the arve@mome Fad, as they 
call it, or the Condeſcenſion to the popular Taſte and 
Way of thinking, are ſo many Arguments againſt the 
Truth of Revealed Religion, which ought not to flatter 
that Taſte, but change and reform it: This is incidental : 
tor, indeed, not a Step can be taken, but it accumulates 
the Proof, that Reveal'd Religion is a Contradiction. 
Many Authors have ſtudy*d to diſplay the Similitude of 


the reveal Laws and Ceremonies, with the antient Pagan, 


axvecl] as the Derivation of them from the Pagan Au- 
thoritics of this Tendency abound in Gale's Court of the Gen- 


tiles Cunæus deRepublicd Hebræorum, the Opuſcula of Cre- 


7125, . Van Dale, . Burnet, Hornius, Fro 
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Wpiſton, Toland, Collins, Cumberland, Huet, Baker, Le 
Clerc's Account of the Chaldaic Philoſophy from Stanley, . 
Stillingfleet's Origines ſacræ, Dr. Stukeley's Palæographia, 
where he makes Bacchus and Fehovah the ſame, as Stilligg- 
fleet was ſaid to do Jupiter and 7ehovah: —— beſides 
many Antiquaries and Criticks, on the ſame Subject; to 
enumerate them would exceed all Bounds. + 
It is very certain, that there was Iaſpiration among the 
old Pagans, Revelation, Divine Books, Oracles, or Anſwers 
of their Gods, and Communication with them, pretended : : 
Many of their Legiſlators affirm'd, they receiv'd their 
Laws from the Gods, to give Weight, to them, as Moſes 
did: And ſome of the Fewyſh Rabbins have declared that 
to be a Reaſon of the Judaical and Oriental Style of ſpeak- 
ing in the Name of God, and from God; what was excel- 
lent, extraordinary, and not very accountable, was ſaid 
to be sm God, Sei, Divine; ſo that this Style may 
come under the Figure ay3e@rore , or Compliance 
with the People's Language, and mean no more than this, 
God jpake, that is, ihe People think or talk in this way, and 
are to be taken by it: Cedars of God, Rivers of Gad, 
Mountain of God, and the like Phraſes, often occur, which 
were no more from God than others: like Religion reveal'd- 
rom Gad. rh Fi 1 Tree 
The eos are call'd Egyptians in ſome Greek Authors, 
and Moſes was ſaid to be ſkill'd in the Wiſdom of the 
Egyptians; the Pagans could not receive their Religion 
ſrom the Jewiſh Writings ; Dr. Turner, in his two Diſ- 
ſertations, has prov'd, that the Books of the Law were 
kept by the High-Prieſt, and tho' the King was to have a 
Copy, yet neither he nor the People knew more of thoſe 
Books, than the Prieſts told them: the Pagans could not 
be free with Books which were conceal'd from the Jets 
themſelves ; __ FS 
The Antiquity of the preſent Books of Moſes and of 
the Old Teſtament is very precarious, if not falſe : but, even 
ſuppoling, that Moſes's Books are more  antient than 
others, it does not follow they are genuine as we have 
them, nor, that his Religion was not, in the main, de- 
rived from the Pagan ; for that might be the Caſe, not- 
withſtanding the prior Antiquity of his Books to any now 
extant: And one Reaſon, that Religion was not taken by 
the Pagans, from our Revelation, is, becauſe they diſcourſe - 
and reaſon about it, whereas Revelation is more dogmatical . 
_—_ | 5 | than 


or "L701 

than rational; in one Word, the Pagans commonly talk'd 

_ the others Nonſenſe. by 
e Bible itſelf preſuppoſes the Exiſtence of Reveal d 


as 


Religion among Pagans ; as to Adam's Hiftory, and that of 
the Ante- diluuians, the Chronology of the Hebrew and 


Septuagint is ſo contradictory, the Opinions of Divines 
and Criticks, are fo different, on Adam's Hiſtory being real 
ora Parable, it is ſo unatteſted by others, and ſo queſtion- 
able in all Parts, that the Revealers can build no Certainty 
upon that Foundation : 

Let the Age and Authenticity of Manuſcripts and 
Copies, let the Facts and Dates, let the Diſputes about the 
Ara of the Creation, about the antient Chronology, 
about the Authority of the Hebrew, Samaritan, Septua- 
gint, and Latin Vulgate, about Foſephus's Difference from 
the Bible, about Ezra's framing the Hebrew Canon, about 
the Writings before and after the Captivity, about the 
Derivation of the New Teſtament and Chriſtian Theo- 
logy from the Pagans, Plato, & c. about the Helleniſts, 
about forged Books, as Damel is affirmed to be one by 
Collins, about the Canon itſelf, in Mr. Nathaniel Fones, 
Coſins, Toland, Dr. Clarke, Dupin, Le Clerc, and many 
more: Let theſe Controverſies be examin'd, and the Re- 
ſult will be the Truth of this Propoſition, that Revelation 
was firſt among the Pagans, from whom it was tranſlated 
to thoſe called the People of God : And that it is a Miſcel- 
laneous Syſtem of Paganiſm and Fudaiſm : The latter as 
unlawful to Chriſtians, as the former is to Diſſenters on 
the Principle of the Inventions: of Men unlawful in the 
Worſhip of God, and the Altare Damaſcenum. 


Nay, it proves it a human Invention that we are 


obliged to ſearch into all theſe human Writings in order 


to rumma ge out this ſame Revelation among them; it is 


impoſſible for Mankind. in general to find it from God, 
in this wild Heap of Men's confuſed and doubtful Imagi- 
nations; even Baker's and Huet's Arguments from the 
- Uncertainty and Imperfection of Human Knowledge, 
_ deſtroy its Obligation, as built on Scriptures and Tra- 
litions of Men, all the way, from firſt to laſt; no diſſent- 
ing Teacher can be a Man of Conſcience, who teaches 


that to be from God, for which he has no Proof but a 


Tradition of Man to ſupport it, nor can any Lay-D:ſſenter, 
with a fate Conſcience, adhere to him, nor a Church-of- 


England-man to his Biſhop or Miniſter, till he demands, 
1 1 | : | | and 


. bo 


e 
and the other alledges, the Demonſtration: Was it reveal'd 
by God to Man, there would be no Neceſſity of this 
Trouble, for He is not far from every one of us, and his 
Law is ſufficiently promulgated, i. e. reveal d, in Right 
Reaſan, in thy Mouth, that thou mayeſt ſpeak, and in thy 
Heart, that thou mayeſt know it: Chriſt, Logos, Reaſon, 


is the Word 6 God, the Light that enlighteneth' ever 
Man, every Briton, that cometh into the World. 

Thus, a reveal d Religion, or Obligation, from God, by 
Tradition of one Man to another, oral or written, is an 
Impoſſibility, a Contradiction: Even on the Evidence re- 


* 


quired by the Scripture itſelf : Faith is ſaid to be a Grace, 


an Act of Obedience, and of Worſhip, in that Light, it is 


due to God only, and it is making Man God to render it 


to Man. David ſaid, let me fall into the Hand of God, 
not of Men: I ſay, let God reveal himſelf to me, not 
Man, for then, I am only, or worſe than,” where I was 
before. 7 31106-9038 x 8J 
The Argument urged from the Attributes of God, from 
the Advantages of Reveal'd Religion, and the Characters of 
the Excellency, the Perſpicuity, the Truth, the Purity, 
the Majeſty of the Word of God, in the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, prove for right Reaſon, againſt it ; the Traditions, 
that the Seventywverfion was inſpired, and that there was 
to be a Millennium, or Thouſand Years Reign of Chriſt 
upon Earth, were general, yet falſe: Tradition cannot 
be a Catholic Law from God to Man, of what is aDuty 
ſemper, ubique, omnibus, always, every where, to all: There 
never was a Tradition ſo qualify'd ; the only original Evi- 
dence, the only authentic Records, are the Scriptures of 
Truth, written on the Tables of the Heart by the Finger of 


Cd. St. John tells us, Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law : 


Paul, that the Gentiles ſhew the Work of the Law written 
in their Hearts, and that God ſhall judge the Secrets of 
Men by Chriſt according to his Goſpel : Which could 
only be, to all, by the Law of Reaſon, for all could not 
know any other Goſpel. So that if the Belief of Reve- 
lation be a Tranſgreſſion of the Law of the Gentiles, 
Reaſon, it is Sin, and Chriſt will judge Men for it: B 


which, what ſome call Faith may be a damnable Sin. 


Dr. Howardine, a Romiſh Prieft, owns, in his Confer- 


| ences of a Miniſter and a Catholic, that the Diſpoſition 


to believe on Proof, makes a Catholic, in the Pale of 
Salvation: By that, Unbelievers ſo diſpoſed, are in a * 
ee x 


of Salvation; but we deny, that Believers in Traditions, 
' Hearsſays, and Manuſcripts, or Scriptures, as ſuch, are in 
that State: Such Faith, from Egypt, is falſe, to a Pro- 
verb: For none were more fabulous than the Egyptiant; 
if the Hebrews were, as ſome ſay, from the Phenicians, 
or Punicks, Fides Punica, Punic Faith, is proverbial ; fo 
Greek Faith, Grecia Mendax;  Fewiſh Faith, Credat Ju- 
deus, ſays Horace, let a Few believe it, I canni:t'; Ro- 
man, whence: comes the Word, Romance; Fides Callica, 
&c. Fides Publica, or Epiſcopalis, Public or Biſhop's 
Faith; one for paying Debts, another for keeping Pro- 
miſes, Sc. | . | OL Gre OY 
i Phe Reman Catholic Author of Hiſtorical Collections con- 
cerning our Engliſh Changes of Religion, printed in 1654, 
concludes, that if the Authority of Fathers and Councils 
be not ſufficient to end all Diſputes about Faith, it can 
never be ſufficiently determin'd : This, ſay I, ends Faith - 
It is not ſufficient to end one Diſpute about it, but tends 
to multiply them for ever: We cannot come at one ge- 
nuine unadulterated Manuſcript, that can be depended on, 
of any Father or Council, much leſs decide one Controverſy 


Taking then Reveal d Religion, as a Matter of Fuct or 
of Law, and conſidering diſtinctly any one Article, ſup- 
poſe, Moſes on the Mount, or the Canceptien by the Spirit, 
- or Inſpiration, imply'd to be an Impulſe of God's Spirit 
on that of Man, (and not, in our Senſe, an Operation of 
right Reaſon planted in living Man by God) firſt, the Evi- 
_ dence of the Writings is to be ſettled, in which, modeſtly, 
about a thouſand Years muſt be reckon'd as , Day, the 
- firſt Day of a long Term: Over-ruling is not Judging : But 
it is the arbitrary Sentence of an Inquiſitor, which might 
make Popery and the Pretender call'd for, for they could do 
no more, than declare, it is /o, and ſhall be fo, and what ds 
don to that, Sir? Ae 2 


| \ 


o go no farther than aur Bible; that read in Churches 
is uncanonical; for King James's Canons of 1603 enjoin 
the Great or Biſhop's Bible, preceding his Tranſlation nov 
the Privy Council has been retrench'd ſince that Time ; 
the preſent Bible may be contrary to Act of Parliament, 
for the Act of Unziformity forbids any thing to be ſaid in 
the Prayers which is not order'd by that Act: If the 
Scriptures be farther judg'd by the Principles of 3 N 
receiv 


receiv'd by Law, it is impoſſible to know or prove them: 


154 Nor does the Law define Inſpiration : our Senſe of it is the 
ons, aniy legal one, as Reaſon is the Ground of Law, of the Ori- 
re in ginal Compact, of the Civil Truſt we lodge in our Gover- 
Pro- nors, free from any foreign Juriſdiction, not admitting two 
Ns; Independent Empires in one Government: ' Motions of the 
ans, Spirit, Miracles, and unrecorded Acts, are coram non judice, 
fo none can judicially determine about them. | 
Tu- All Courts may have been miſinform'd; where there is 
Ro- no Depravity of Will, as there is not in our Rational Re- 
ca, ligion, avowedly founded on a ſincere Diſpoſition to be 
Jp's more truly directed, and our Birth-rights are at Stake, we 
ro- cannot be culpable ; Jet Judgments proceed ſecundumAlle- 
: gata & Probata, acording to Allegations and Proofs, legal 
n-  £vidences of Mritings and Traditions, or Cuſtoms, and 
45 Maxim of Law, and we are right. 19 
ils Obriſtianity is a Miſnommer, it means the Law of Christ, 
an he wrote none, and did not ſpeak any Language now 
pe e_— 7 E123 es 
ds It is hoped, it will be ene Effects of this neu Enquiry, 
e- that others will more fully and critically examine our Laws 
n, concerning Religion. The partial Quotations of the Codex, 
ſy and its DoQtrines, are not to be rely'd on: We have 
many valuable Lights on this Head, from  Holt's Re- 
Jy ports, Mallory's > ol impedit; the Learned Mr. Bo- 
) » hun's PAR80Nn's Law, (as to which the Public ought to 
£ beware of a mutilated and corrupt Edition of it, which, 
it ſome tell us, is preparing for the Preſs by other Hands, not 
f ſo juſt, nor judicious, nor friendly to our proper Liberties), 
* ſome Pieces written on the King's Vifitatorial Power, in 
2 the Time of King James II. Prynne's Works, and others 
C of. that Time : FT Regiſter of Writs, Reports, and 
t Caſes on theſe Matters, eſpecially n Prohibitions,' and 
t others, of which I intend a Catalogue; that young Stu- 
) dents, &c. may not be miſled by the Codex, or Dr.'Grey's 
7 . 13 


fanatical Catechiſm of it. % Mb, 
Demonſtration cannot, reciprocally, be required of us, 
ſince we do not impoſe a Religion, nor a Scripture, re- 
quiring ſuch Evidence : We pretend to Moral Demonſtra- 
tion, and on certain Poftn/ates, with certain Data, one, as 
Equivalent to the Mathematical, as the neceſſary, eternal, 


— Reaſons are of True and Falſe, God and 


. It 


It was an original Contradiction, that any Gree! Cronnig - 
„Ni, a3fuch (and it could, only act in that Luſt, ſhou¹d 
2 tentteduce Spiritnal Matiers, or Juchas; belong 
n Religion, into Lemporal Laws; Except ina Negative 
ne, that no Pretences: of Poſci ve or Eættunaus Religion 
Mould; he allow'd to interfere, with the Civil Contract of 


only be too happy, which eſtabliſm'd nc 
more than Natural Religion: It would be like Heaven itſelf, 
where God is All jn All: There is no Faith, no Proteſtantiſm, 
Popery, or Church, there: There is no Diſtinction ot 
Natural and Reveal'd Religion: Which was occahon'd dy 
the latter, a Phantaſ, no Fact: And our preſent Ferus: 
ſalem ought to be an Image of that to comm. 
The undoubted Demonſtrative, and Scientißæe Method, 
to folve this for ever, js, by agreeing on f Peſiulata, 


f * g Truths „and Arxtoms, Or Received Truths, 1 


"SE 
* 


and acknowledg'd Principles; Definitions, and diſtindt 
Proofs in à Geometrical Way; as, letit he a Refulatum 
that, the Intellectual and Moral Attributes of God are tha 


Standard of religious Perfection: Let theſe be Riddiveds 
Truths, in Conſequence, that thoſe are his Will and Law; 
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there can be but this one Teſt of Religion, 220 „ W. 
a8 one God: That Religion is Obligation: | 
there is no Obligation: there is no Ri ; 
an Impoſſibility is requited,' there is 'nd Obi 


| hat what 6 neuen with alor any of eg, Fet - 


poſcd as Religion, is a Conttadiction in L 


31 


whe E 
gation, fbr 


therefore Religion, nor therefore Reveal'd Religion: That, 
where Faith is tequir d without competent Teſtimony; an 


1 is requir' d: That 'where a Revelation is im- 
oled, unworthy of God or Man, as a rational and moral 
Being, in any one; Reſpect, it is not Divine, Ce. The 
let there be a/ Definition or Deſcription of ReveaPFd 
gion; and every Article of it reduced to this Teſt: Or 
one Article, and the Controvetſy will be ſoon over: © 
80 let it be a Poftulatum, as to the Biſhop's, c. Reve- 


2 in Law, that the fundamental invariable Maxims and 


Grounds of Law are to determine all poſitive Laws and 
Cuſtoms about them 
; D8FINITION, or Deſc cription : Tage is 80 
lem of poſitive Laws ſuffciently promu 'd by God to the 
Perſon it is intended to oblige, revealing Matters eſſential to 
bis Duty, Perfection, an Happineſs. which he could not 
difcover by his Natural Reaſon; and which by its 
and internal Characters muſt neceſfarily and 2 be from 
Hy himſelf, without the leaſt Cauſe to bear 1dey: . 
meur'the Sin and Danger of Impoſture, Tdokitry 
Blaſ == Attieiſm, or making Man God: Thus binge 
modem. & Nr Practice in Con ende, Under the Function 


wen gy or Non-acceptance' with God, preſent and 


e is from Self-conſciouf@” 
nefs, the only Proof of our Being, from which the Attti- 


butes of Truth, Reaſon, Juſtice, Equity, Goodneſs, Wi 
dom, Power, neceſſarily ariſe, and give the ſtrict Idea of | 
all-the Religion and Conſcience that can oblige, without 


gre 


indiſpenſable Mark is; in Reveal's Religion, indu- 
— Certainty, all poſſible Perfection, no Abfurdity « or” 


farther Neceſſity, even to ſuch as might deny a a God.” _ 


ia. 

To Lefley's Ner- Marks" in biz Addrefs' to the Beier, 
I oppoſe theFour Mavims of Law, p. 24. and the Deſeription 
and Diſcourſe above, which no ern Religion can 
ſtana che Teſt of. oil 


1 | . Prove - 


Dontradiction: Orberwiſe": it is a ee as” Every | | 


KF oy 3 


Prove all Things, examine yourſelves whether ye be in the 
Faith, try the Spirits whether they be of God, when they 
ſay unto you, Lo, here is Chriſt, or lo there, believe them 
not, there are falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets, Give not 
heed to ſeducing Spirits and Doctrines of Dæmons, as 
Dann were the Pagan Gods with Revelation : Why of 
yourfelves judge ye not that which is right, E9c. | i 
Yet the Texts contradi& thoſe which ſpeak of our being 


captivated or enſlaved to the Obedience of Faith, of be- 


ing bleſſed in not ſeeing, yet believing ; that of ourſelves we 


ean do nothing; it is not in Man that walketh, to direct his 


Steps: He that believeth not ſhall be damned, c. fo that 
2 Eomeradiftion ſhocks us in the very firſt Principles of Reve- 
lation itſelf. my 
It is a Maxim of the Civil Law, Pejus eſt male credere 
guam nullo modo credere ; it is worſe to believe amiſs or erro- 
neoufly, than not to believe at all: 
In a Word, Faith in Reveal'd Religion is Faith in a 


Rhapſody of Manuſcripts and Hear-fays coram non judice ;, 


But that to be Ged-like, is to be Godly, is the only Re- 
Hgion and Divine Worſhip, that ever truly was, is, or 
can be, in the World. | A 


The Sum is, that poſitive Reveal'd Religion is beliey'd 


to be 4 Matter of Fact, whereas there is not one known 
competent Witnefs of it, and ſuch as are thought to be 
fomething known, are of no obligatory Credit, either as 
fo Knowledge, Judgment, or Honeſty ; That its only 
Criterion from God muſt be Self- evidence; but on the 
contrary, it is, every way, a Contradiction, an Impoſſibi- 
lity, a Non-entity, what never was, is, nor can be, : 
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Biſhops 


Principles of che Canon Lam; 


That is, of Trutb, Natural Fuſtice, Equity, Ma- 


ral Virtue, Uni ver ſal” Reaſon, Humanity, and what- 
ever is really Sacred, and properly Divine or Reli-e. 


10. 1 e. | 
„ Even contrary to that very revealed Religion which 
is pretended to be the Support of them; for the Hie- 
ratthy as it ſtands, with Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts, 
Deacons, Spiritual Courts, &c. is ſo far from being 
found in the Scripture, either expreſsly, or by any 
Rational Inference, thatit is contrary to the Scripture. 

Neither Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles appointed it; 
they took away that Frame of Fudariſm and Pa- 
gani ſin, which authoriſed High-Priefts, Prieſts, and 
Levites, and the whole external Form of that Re- 
ligious Government. 5 5 


rich Clergy have to their Eſtates, Per- 
.... Quiſites, and Authority, is built on the 
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Which are directly contrary to the Principles of Sg 


(2) 


Chriſt, who 1s, or ought to be regarded as the 


| One Law-giver of his Church, the One King, Prieſt, 
Prophet, and Spiritually e eee Teacher or Mi. 


niſter, permanently eſtabliſhed; the One High- Prieſt 
of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, of the Order of Melchi- 
zedeck, who had no DEPU T, the ONE BIisHOP or 
Souls, the Author and FIN ISsHER of the Chriſtian 


Faith, who, therefore left none to pretend to finiſh 
or perfect what he made . Compleat himſelf, and to 


add to, or change his ſingle indiviſible Hierarchy, 


He took away the National Church of the Jews, 


did not enact any other in its ſtead; did not ap- 
point any Church-Repreſentative, Council, Synod or 
Convocation, nor any Church- Legiſlative, to make 
Laws for his peculiar Subjects. 

He did not enact any ſettled Sees, or Benefices, or 


— Aſſemblies, and Schemes of Publick Worſhip. 


or Eccleſiaſtical Fudicature, they are of a Temporal 


and Civil Erection, partly ſuited to the Model of 


the ſecular Empire of Rome, by Conſtantine, Juſtinian, 
Oc. on Reaſons of Policy then and in that Domi- 


nion; and by King Jobn here, after he had betray'd 
his People by reſigning his Crown to the Legate of 
a Biſhop, (of no Divine Legation) and the true 
Characters of THEM are very wicked, in the moſt 
Authentick Hiſtory, lome written by Eccleſiaſticks | 


themſelves. 


Even the King's Supremacy here is Supremacy \ 
in Parliament, part of the public 7. W ee in 
him by the Original Compact of his People, a Ci- 
vil Right, though called Spiritual in the Uſage of 


Speech, to diſtinguiſh its /uppoſed Objects. 


Even that Juriſdiction, which was uſurped here 
by the Biſhop of Rome, (and all Biſhops would be 
like him) is fu ppoſed to be reſtored to the Crown 
by ſeveral = ſaid to be mentioned with this 
reſtrictive Phraſe, or ſome like it : ———< to be 
© that Power which was, Or OUGHT tO HAVE BEEN, 

| in 


P. . I Oe. 9 Mi 


258 the 


br Mi. 
- Prieſt 

elchi- 
OP OF 
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» finiſh} 


and to | 


_ | 
Jews, 
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here 
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be 
EN, 
in 


in that Biſhop.” 
Prieſt, 


Was alſo of that 


C is ) 


i. e. If ux had no true Authority, 
none ſuch could be had or exerciſed by the Crown it- 

elf, as RES TORED from HIM to the Crown; much 

leſs by any Biſhop, Prieſt, Ecclefi aftical r, or 
Spiritual Juriſdiction. 


Theſe Words, ouchr To HAVE, refer us to 
the Truth and Fuſtice of the Pretenſion; as to which, 
the Canon-Law itſelf is built on Forgery, the De- 
crees and Decretals were forged ; Luther burnt the 
Canon Law, and the Biſhop's Inſtruments "of his Au- 
thortty ; the Reformation ſet out on that Foot; the 
retaining and reviving the Canon-Law is Popery ſtill, 
repugnant to our Conſtitution, as ſuch; an Inqui- 
ſition is an expreſs Branch of that Canon-Law, by 


| which a Proteſtant may gueſs at the whole: And 


Dr. Burnet, late Biſhop of Sarum, in a familiar Dil- 
courſe, with the learned, ingenious, and worthy 
William Bohun, Eſq; Barriſter at Law, freely de- 


clared, That the Canon-Lau, and the Eccleftaſti- 
- Furiſdiftion were originally from Hell, and thi- 


ther it ought to be ſent again, —and that a greater 
© than he, even an Archbiſhop (naming GRIND AL) 
inon.” 

And the Hiſtorian, Matthew Paris, complain "dis 
Heu, heu! Hece Sulphureo fonte Eccleſtaſticorum ex- 
urgunt; Alas, alas! Theſe Things ariſe from the 


8 fulpbureous He1i-Figt Spring of the ECCLESIAS- 


TICKS! p. 542. Col. 2. 

Nor can it be infer'd, that what the Biſhops pre- 
tend their Right is now, was antiently ſo; for even 
Biſhop Kennet in his Caſe of Impropriations and Aug- 
mentation of Vicarages, ſpeaking of the Tythes and 
Offerings that were an ORIGINAL Funp, (which 
may ſuggeſt it was a STock-JoB, a BUBBLE, 


at firſt) for the Biſhops and Clergy, and telling us, 

that as to the Inſtitution of Pariſhes, and the En- 

dowment of Parochial Churches, for the fr/# fix or 

ſeven Centuries, the Parochia; or Pariſb 
| 442 


was the 
Dioceſe 


an 


Dioceſe or Epiſcopal Diſtrict, inſinuates, that every 


Pariſh Prieſt is as good as a Biſhop, and a Pariſb 
properly is a Dioceſe; a Biſhop being an Over-ſeer, 
cannot over-ſee even ſome large Pariſhes, much leſs, 
a Modern Dioceſe; and Pariſh Prieſts are all of the 


Clergy that are of true Ute, Neceſſity, or Service 
to the Civil Government. 


As their Title is falſe, with reſpect to the F oun- 


dation of the Canon-Law, and to Antiquity, ſo in 


regard to what they claim on the Scripture-footing, 
it may be obſerved, that, even granting to Arch- 
| biſhop Potter, that his Book on Church-Government 


is true, (though any Man who reads, among others, 


the Rev, Mr. Charles Owen's Account of the cd 
terian Ordination, will find the Contrary,). 


Yet it proves againſt him, and againſt them all; | 


if they were from the Beginning Governors, they 
were PoLItTIClans, CRarTsMEN of Epheſus; by 
Governing, they governed, ruled, directed, what was 


to be admitted, read, and preached upon in Con- 
gregations; who dar'd withſtand their Governors, 


or think, write, ſpeak, preach, pray, hear, or pub- 


liſh Turn, under ſuch Politicians ? by which in 
Effect, they muſt be ſuppoſed to do the ſame, as if 


they MADE Ir for themſelves and their Flocks toge- 

ther, which is the Cafe of what the Church of Eng- 
land, againſt The Reaſon of her own Articles, calls, 

Canonical Scripture, the Rule of Faith and Manners, 
it muſt, in Courſe, be what theſe Gavernors 'over- 
rul d from time to time; and was 

tom, MADE for the People: it was perfectly equiva- 
lent. | 
And what I mean by the Reaſon of the Articles, is, 
that the Church declares thoſe Books to be Canoni- 

cal Scripture, concerning which, there had been #0 
Doubt in the Church; by which Criterion, ſhe may 
be thought to have no Canonical Scripture at all, 
but to > put herſelf * a Level with Deiſts and Infi- 


dels, 


e, at the Bot- 


—_— ry 


and by his claiming 7. 


(3 


dels, and ought not to be ſo hard upon them; for 

there is not one Book, but what has been doubted 

of in the Church, from Geneſis to the Revelations, 
The Ground of the Biſhop's, Sc. Rights to their 


Eſtates and Authority being thus ſhewn to be falſe, 


as to the Canon-Law and the Scripture, let us pro- 
ceed to conſider what thoſe Eſtates were, and ba . 


and what are the Properties and Conſequences that 
attend them; 


It is plain by Peter's ſtriking dead Auanias and 
Saphira | in the Book of Ads, and by Paul's exhort- 
ing the People to lay by and Collect for the Saints, 
emporal Things for Spiritual 
Things, that they made uſe of their Syſtem as one 
Way to get Money, not only by Free- Giſi, but by 
N of Right : And that aſpired from the firſt, 

o get the Eftates, Lands, &c. of their Converts 


| mY their own Diſpoſal; though they, in, perſon, 


would not ſerve Tables, would not exerciſe a ſecular 
Employment, Power or Capacity, which Biſhops 
do, by ſitting in the Houſe of Lords, being aſtices 
of the Peace, Governors of Hoſpitals, and of Queen 
Anne's Bounty; Treaſurers of ys ng Directors 
of Charities, Managers of Elections and Votes, and 
of political Intereſts, and a thouſand other Caſes, in 
which they oppoſe the Characters of the Apoſtles, 
from . they derive theuſ Commiſſion, and are 
more Lay-men, than Spiritud Men, againſt their 
own Principles. 

' Nay, by theſe ſpiritual Principles they have 10 
Church, for they make a Church a Spiritugl Body, 
whereas it is a Lay Society, of which a King and Pate 


 tiament, Lay-Truſtees of the People, are 3 


the Head: Where then is their Diſtinction, for wad 
are by Law eſtabliſhed, by Lay Acts of Parliament, 

and Powers given them by the Laity? _- 
But their Claim to Chriſtian's. Fate ſubſiſting 
thus on Peter and Paul, from the firſt, may Ns 
cir 


« 6 * 
cbeir Air was intereſted, a good Work, or good Job, 
to make a Party, and get Money and Influence, 
ſo that the Author of the Trial of the Witneſſes has 
brought his Hogs to as fair a Market, as my Lord 
Split-devil, for intereſted hw of the Reſurrection, 
of Revealed Religion, and of the whole Buſineſs, 
would be, to a Fury, by the Common-Law, no good 
Evidence. 

Nay, even by their own Canon-Law they are to 
be Witneſſes, Omni exceptione majores, beyond all Ex- 
ception, which none of them are; ſo that the Mat- 
ter tumbles both Ways, and their Lordſhips Eftates 
in Law have no Evidence to make good the Title. 

I might add, that moſt of the Original Witneſſes 
they can bring, are Popiſh Witneſſes, and teſtify as 
ſuch againſt them: The Fathers are moſtly Popiſb 
Saints, and for Popery; therefore a Proteſtant Court 
and Miniftry ought to look about them in time, and 
take care, that Gentlemen, who appear ſo much at 
Court, that many think, they ſeem to forget there 
are any Souls in Dioceſes worth the Cure, and who 
buſtle ſo much in the Voting and Meddling for them, 
do not, at Bottom, undermine and deſtroy the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, and the very Intereſt and Cauſe 
of Proteſtancy ; eſpecially, as they ſubvert the firſt 
.and true Lutheran Principle of a Proteſtant Refor- 
mation. 

Dr. Davenant has wrote on Refmptions of Crown- 
Lands, Rents, Gifts, and Revenues, as very neceſſary : 
His Doctrine is at leaſt as Juſt, if not much more 
ſo, if applied to the Expediency and Neceſſity of 
the Reſumptions of Biſhops Eſtates to the right 
Owners, or, if theſe Owners pleaſe, to pay our Debts 
and Taxes, and eaſe the Current Service of the Year; 
nor could they complain of this as putting the Church 
in Danger, for they glibly took them from the Pa- 
piſts, and what is Sauce for - Gooſe 1 1s Sauce for a 


Gander. . 
| Engliſhmen, 


(7) 

| Engliſmen, by their Principles and Genius of Li- 

berty, are more jealous, and reaſonably ſo, of their 
Rights, than other Nations. 

Let them conſider, that the Eſtates of Biſhops 
4005 Eccleſiaſticks, are unalienable, are in Mortmain, 
cannot be ſold or parted with, but by expreſs Act 
of Parliament. | 

|  &o that they cannot be eſſentially diminiſhed, 
) But they are always increaſing, not only by the 
Bounty of Queen Anne, but by an immenſe Liberty 


*** 


a of Purcha/ing, and even in Poſſeſſing in Mortmain 
; by the Kings Licence (which was not reſerved by 
E Magna- Charta, and is an odd Phenomenon under 
our Saviours from Popery) with whom they are com- 
. monly very aſſiduous, and whom, or his Miniſters, 
they may be capable of ſollieiting and biaſſing to 
M their Purpoſe, in Conſideration of their ſeeming Ac- 
tivity for Political and Parliamentary. Intereſts : 
Wherein upon the whole, they may do more Harm 
than, Good, - -.; 
| te laſt Statute relating to ' Mortmain-Poſſe effions, 
| of the? *ninth of his preſent Majeſty, reſerves to the 
Hoſes of Colleges an unlimited Power to purchaſe 
| Advowſons they pleaſe, even when it limits 
the C olleges asto the Number of thoſe Purchaſes: 
And it is certain, that the Heads of Houſes may 
be employed by the Colleges to purchaſe Advowſons 
for their Benefit, and to enrich the Unverlty-Wealth 
in general. 
So that a College, which by that Act can only 
purchaſe a Number of Livings equal to that of one 
Moiety of the Fellows, may yet deſire its Head to 
Purchaſe, and penſion the Fellows upon the Living, 
or preſentit to them or to whom he pleaſes; by which 
that Act may be rendered ineffectual to the End for 
Which it was obtained, be defeated, and in this Re- 
W made no Law at all. An 


——äͤ— rr nn Rn 


(8) 
All who know .any Thing of College-Manage- 
ment, know, that the Arcana or Secrets of the Col- 
1 lege are not to be divulged by the Maſter, or Fel- 
il! lors, or any concerned in them; that they are laid 


under a particular Obligation, I think, an Oath, 
on that Head, that the Purſer or Treaſurer of a 


| 1 College is ſaid to be under more ſtrict Engagements 
1 of this kind, than even the Senior Fellows; and 
i | Lo Therefore the Heads of Houſes thay be very ſecure 
[| | in Purchaſing, if they can, and will, (as what will 
Wl they not do, if they can?) all the Livings and Eftates 
Wl! too, in the Kingdom, notwithſtanding the Reſtraint 
WW | of the laſt Mortmain-AFf on the Colleges. _ 
WI | This was a Maſter-ſtroke of Epiſcopal Addreſs, 
WI | in the Modelling of that Act: The King may Li- 
Wl Cenſe, and the Heads may Purchaſe, all Eftates and 
1 Livings in Mortmain, reſpectively; it ought to 
| make every Perſon, 'even a Court and Adminiftra- 
1 tion, ſuſpicious, who deals with them; when the 
8 conjecture they are intended to be laid under a Piſ- 
Wl advantage, they will contrive a Loop- holt, and 
Wl Writ $0 an Advantage... TRE 
1 So that the moſt crafty Politicians are oftenFbre 
1 Aſſes to theſe Sanctimonious Jockeys ; it is by this 
Wl Cunning, that their Religion is what they pleaſe to 
þ make it, whenever they are diſpoſed to lay their ſubtle 
Wi Heads together, in a hearty manner, to counter- 
1 plot the Laity; the moſt refined and moſt dange- 
Wo rous Hypocriſy is that of ſome Prelates and Eccle- 
1 | 1 ſiaſticks, from their Italian Machiaveliſts; God, 
_ Chrift, Heaven, Hell, the Church, the Soul, Sal- 
1 vation, are Terms of Importance and Weight, and 
| | few would imagine, a Cloven-Foot may be under 
be | . 5 + 3 
111 The Eftates and Emoluments belongipg to this 
Wl Charitable Corporation, confiſt in Archbiſbopricks, 
wil | Biſbepricks, and their Officers, temporal and fpiri- 
tual, who depend upon them for Support, their 
| Suffragans, 
2 


1 ties, Deans, Arch-deacons, Regiſters, Deputy-re 
l giſters, Advocates, Apparitors. 
id All who are of their Poſſe and Militia, and natu- 
b, | rally influenced by them, or entruſted with them, 
a JÞ}f Schools, Colleges, Charities, Societies of Chriſtian 
ts Knowledge, and Propagation of the Goſpel in Fo- 
id | reign Parts, and Reformation of Manners, Hoſpi- 
re tals, Donations, Benefactions, and Legacies for pi- 
il ous and'charitable Uſes, Monies to Lectures, Ser- 
es mons, and various Endowments and Truſts. 
nit Benefices, Rectories, Vicarages, Chapelries, Cu- 
I racies, Donatives, Advantages from Foreign Plan- 
ſs, rations, Recommendations to and Sale of Prefer- 
1 ments, private Bargains, Patronages, Procurations, 
ad I Synodals, Tenths, Preſentations, Inſtitutions, In- 
to I ductions, ' Diſpenſations, 'Viſitations, Oblations, 
a- Obventions, Tythes, Mortuaries, Eaſter-Dues, 
ey Stipends, Impropriations, Manors, Lands, Conſe- 
ij- ſcrations, Leaſes, Fines, Augmentations by private 
nd ſor publick Benefactors, Preſents, | Subſcriptions, 
_—_— = Wc Oy | N 
re Offertories, Pluralities, Commendams, Surplice- 
his ces, Marriages, Chriſtenings, Burials; other Per- 
to qui ilites and F ees, Licenſes, Qualifications for Chap- 
tle lainſhips, Glebes, Gifts, and Purchaſes in Mort- 
er- ain, Tenements, Rents, and other Heredita- 
ge- ments, Temporalities, Penſions, Advowſons, Rights 
le- of Preſentation by Reaſon of Recuſancy, Intereit 
od, ith Patrons and Miniſters of State to prefer or non- 
al- prefer others, Reſiggations and Exchanges, Po- 
nd fitical and other Management and Solicitation. 
der I Privileges and Immunities, Diſpenſations, Com- 
5 utations, Ordinatfons, Dignities, Ornaments and 
this Furniture of Churdhes and Chapels, Briefs, Select 
A, eſtries, the Yo nt-charge A the Church lying 
iri- on the e Giften Superſtirious Uſes. 
heir | -- — "BI 
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Suffragans, Vicars- general, Guardians of Spirituali- 


( 10 5 
= xactions and Extoxtions of Spiritual Courts, Ex- 
communications, Corruptions and Abuſes of Pariſh- 
Officers and others, Habits of Miniſters Officiating, 
Bells, Organs, Altar-Pieces, Expence and Support 
of the new Churches, Taxes for theſe Purpoſes, as 
on . Sea-Coal, Sc. Probate of Wills, an Admi- 
niſtration, F orfeitures on abſenting from Church. 

Civil Piſabilities and Burdens, Nepotiſm and Pro- 
viſion for their Families in the Church before others 
of greater Merit and Service, Salaries, Non-Reſi- 
dence, Union and Diviſion of Churches, Clergy 
excuſed in Subſidy-Acts of the Laity, Popery kept 
in other Hands and Names, Patents. 

Surrogates, Proctors, Inhibitions, Sequeſtrations, 
Licences to Phyſicians, Surgeons and. Midwives, 
to Schools and School- maſters, Sine-Cures, Cathe- 
| drals, Prebends, Cardinalſhips, Church-Rates and 
Aſſeſſments, Citations, Exhibits, Judgments, of 
Hereſy, Interdicts, and ten thouſand other: Ways, 
Perſons and Things, turning the Penny and mak- 
ing up the Oxus EccLzs1#, tbe Prophet, s Burden, 
quantum profuit Fabula. — What a Run. has, # had! 
What a long Tail our Cat has got! 

The ſubordinate or ſubdivided Articles, — 
each of theſe, will branch out into an infinite Va- 
riety, and are not to be enumerated, 

The Perſons, who are in Poſſeſſion, of this fine 
Inventory, compoſe a very formidable Corps, a huge 
ſtanding Army of the Church; all ready to join for 
and agaihſt any Perſon, or, Affair, as the Command- 
ing- Off cers, called Chürch-Governours or Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Baſhaws, Sc. from Time to Time dire 
and order them. Orders is a Military Term, for 
every one to obey the Word of „„ and Ec- 
clefiaftical and Martial Law are equally abſPlate, only 
the former the more ſevere an terrible, 

I The Number of this Army or Church-Milicant 
muſt be, at * three Parts of the Iſlard, fo that 
computing 
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ſition, ſeven Millions and an half are under the Com- 
| mand of the Firſt Minifter of the Church, for the 
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a). 


the Pec ople at ten Millions, by Suppo- 


Time being. 

And what they could effect is incredible; they 
Owned themſelves, that ſometimes Pulpits are 
by their private Direction, and that being 
avowed to be true, is a notorious inconteſtable Key 
e Cabinet; implies, that the whole Machine of 
er is and may be ſet on work by Direction, for 
any Purpoſe whateyer; for any new Croiſade or ER. 
pedition. 

As, to join to enſlave and beggar the People, on 

occaſion, to obſtruct and ruin the Preferment, 3 


ſpect, Reputation, Intereſt of any Clergyman whom 


they are ordered not to like, or any Lay-man or Fa- 

mily; any Perſon whatever, of either Sex, of. ay 

Conditions, from the higheſt to the loweſt. 
Innumerable Inſtances of the dreadful 8 


of which Power occur in all Hiſtory antient and mer 


dern, domeſtick and foreign. 

Nor can it be alledged, that Popery daes r not pre- 
vail here, and therefore this Power is not to be feared; 
for a Church-Spirit is a, Spirit of Popery, and the 
Author of the Codex (whole Temper and Practices 
are well known and ſaid to be dearly experienced by 
ſome Gentlemen, even of the Holy Order itſelf,) 
has profeſſedly Are the Proteſtant Sen of Eng- 
land on a Popiſh Footing, on the Canon Law, the 
Conſtirutions of on 
gates, and thoſe of Popiſh Archbiſhops and Synods. 

Though himſelf implies, in his Preface, they are 
contrary to the Common-Law: This plainly indi- 


cates, what they would-be at, at the ſame time that 


it directly pop the Nullity of their Title to their 
Eſtates and W ce es, and points out the Means 
of recovering to "their Juſt and 81 Prepri- 

etors. | 
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But there are alſo ſome original Nullities of this 
Pretended Right to their Eſtates, which ſhall be only 
hinted at preſent. - As, | 8 

That the modern Church Worſhip is a Chriſtian 
Continuation or Imitation of the Synagogue-Worſhip of 
the 7ews, which was and is, contrary even to the Law 
of Moſes, Moſes having forbidden all Judaical Mor- _ 

_ ſ2ip, but what is provided for in his Law, and all 

that is there provided for, is the Tabernacle- Morſbip, 

continued in the T#mple, perhaps, and no other. 
2. Theſe Eſtates are owned to be a kind of Deo- 

dands, Gifts to God, and to the Church, which is the 
whole Community of Chriſtians, not to Biſhops or 

Dignitaries, to engroſs and monopolize them to 

themſelves: And the Nation is properly, (except 

the particular Antient Owners put in their Claim,) 
the National Church, whoſe Right they are; which 
is confirmed, NS FOES 

3. Becauſe they were at firſt given, as Alms, to 
the Poor and the Miniſters together, not to the Mi- 
niſters, Biſhops, c. apart from the Poor. 

This was inſtead of Tythes, which were for Levites 

and Poor together, ſo that Tythes now are monſtrous : 

Our Law declares the Caſe by Frank-Almorgne, or 

Free- Alms : This ſubjects the Church-Eſtates to the 

Reaſon of Enquiries into Charitable Uſes, (as well 

as Superſtitious Uſes,) and Uſes and Truſts being 

Correlates, the Truſt and Execution of it, in this 

Matter, well examined, will diſcharge and re#ify 
theſe Eſtates: Offertories had their Riſe from theſe 
Alms, and the Sacrament was, as ceremonially per- 
formed, not from the Goſpel, but from and for the 

Offerings: This is the Key of the Externals of Chri- 
ſtianity. And if the Apoſtles, c. put themſelves 
in among the Poor to be taken care of, Goſpel and 
Charity. Sermon was much the ſame. 


"Other Nullities may be mentioned hereafter. 


As 


Se 
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As to Encouragement of Learning, it is rather 
the Encouragement of Ignorance; at firſt, the 


Biſhops, Sc. were chiefly illiterate, and tho' ſome 
are, or have been learned, their Cauſe may be that 


of Barbariſin, they are ſornetimes Jealous of a good 


Scholar, and ſeek to ruin him. Pide Biſpop Hare's 
Difficulties, &c. 

Our main. Point, at present, 18 to inveſtigate the 
increaſing Value of theſe Eſtates, and its fatal Ten- 
dency, beſides the ſhocking Inconſiſtency of aug- 
menting the Income, if the Faith decreaſes in Fact, 
as — as by Mr. Locke's Calculation of the Degrees 


of Credibility decreaſing in Proportion to the De- 
creaſe of the Original Evidence. 


As the Copy of a Copy diminiſhes the Evidence 


of an Original; therefore Mr. Lardner, a Diſſent- 
ing Teacher, of very good Learning and Zeal, is 


content with the humble Stile of x Credibility of 


the Goſpel-Hiſtory, in his late numerous Volumes on 


that Subject; he does not inſiſt on the Cyedendum, 
that People are bound to believe, but the Creaibile, 
that it may be believed, if you pleaſe, and puts it 
on a Parity with the "Hiſtory of London-Bridge, or 


the Battle of Malplagust. Euge, bone 


The Title being fo vain, corrupt and wicked, 
the Power ſwelling by theſe Eſtates ſo pernicious 
and dreadful, let us conſider what Method can be 
taken to inveſtigate the particular and total Value 


of them. 


And here, the Revealers of Religion affect to 
make their Chriſtianity very myſterious; what they 
mean by revealed Religion, is concealed Religion, re- 
vealed Religion to and by them to others; the Griſt 
is to be ground and the Toll taken at their Mill, 


zs if they were a Trading Company to Heaven, | 


and you muſt. buy in their Stock, truſt the Direc- 
tors * — R638 . can make South-Sea a 
8 Thouſand, 
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Thouſand, in ome New Ferujalom, by way of Re- 


ongs „ 
And happy is he chat can turn Moon-ſhine into 
Sus thine; Silver to Gold, by the Help of the 


Money - Changers, or Holy Bankers, the Mount of | 


Piety Men, where all is transfigured. 
So that the true Value of theſe Eſtates cannot be 
known without the utmoſt Difficulty. © | 

If a Correſpondence was every where eſtabliſhed, 
ſo that, by the Exciſemen and Super vi ſors, (Biſhops 
themſelves are Superviſors, Overſeers) an Account 


of the Livings, the groſs and neat Produce, on an 


Average, Communibus Annis, could be obtained. 

Or, by the Quakers and known Free-Thinkers, in 
each Neighbourhood, or by thoſe who have been 
ſued, or uſed ill, by the Biſhops and Clergy ; by 
Diſſenters from them, or ſach as they call Here- 
- ticks or Schiſmaticks, who would be inclined to 
make Enquiry and Diſcoveries ; by ſuch et 
of Parliament or Voters, who are not in the reſpec 
tive Intereſt of this or that Biſhop or Eccleſi ick; 
or by any Gentleman who does not reliſh their Prin- 
ciples and their Syſtem, the Number of which in- 
creaſes ; or by Roman Catholicks, from whom they 
took their on rer 2 and Reve- 
nues. W e een e es 
or If is Society or Club was do meet dn cas 
avowed Footing, each Perſon to take his Diviſion, 
Biſhoprick or County, and, R- my Correſpondents, 
know the Valuation. 

Or if Curates and IG laufs, wha are paid too ſor- 
didly, could be engaged for ſome Conſideration, to 
ſend up the Account to Town; in order to 
their re to de increaſed, as 4 cone ro) *. 

ct, 

2 Since it is highly ſcandalous thete ſhould” be ah 
Augmentation-Office for Biſnops and Beneficed- Clet. 
gy, and none for thoſe whom they may uſe like 


Dray- 


£4. «is. 0 9 [| 


ww” wo” WH 


have no effect 


1 


Dray-Horfes, to go chrough all then Drudgery, 
and perform their moſt uſeful and neceſſary Buſi- 
neſs : So that it is the Intereſt af the whale: Body of 
the Curates to be againſt them, and aſſiſt in com- 
municating the Value of ſuch Paſſeſſions, was it 
only to do Right to themſelves; and the Curates 


a} Method left, but to une one and 
all for this purpoſe. 

As much Light may be had by proper Perſons, 
ſo likewiſe, from certain Places, Offices, Occaſions, 
Books printed and Manuſcripts,” Lawſuits on Re- 
cord, or other Records, Rentals, Terriers, Inven- 
tories; Accounts of Sequeſtrations, Dilapidations, 
Reports of Tenants, Books of wo and Eaſter- 
Offerings,  Tax-Aſſeſſments, Regiſters of Dioceſes, 


and — * irſt. Fruit Office; the Office 


of the Secretaries Bgltlie Preſentations, Notitias of 
the Monaſteries, roms Theſaurus, Willis on Ca- 
thedruls, &c. Acts of Parliament, Accounts of Pas 
trons, EY of Lords or Gentlemens Stewards, of 
Courts-Leet and” Baron, or Fandred-Courts, The 
Diſpenſations in Chancery, which muſt be at⸗ 
tended” with a - Certifieate of the Value of the Liv- 
ings ; Mr. Bobun's Brief View of the: Eocleſiaſtical 
Juriſdition ; Netvcouris Repertorium; Le. * O 
Faſti' ; Adam's Index Villaris, Liber Tulbrum 
_ Metelen, "Ends, JOU of E 1 

m7 Library on th Subjekt might be _— 
and Lectures founded of more Uſe” than: Boyle's, 
Lady Meyer's, and a 2 Endowments: and 


| TtiratioNs at preſent on foot. 07 ttt 


Fleetiboods Chnonicon Ppotiafink, und all Tables 
and Hiſteries of our Coin will be uſeful to 


dhe antient and Se * of dur ne | 
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It muſt here be preſumed, that Eton would a 


given us the Value of Benefices, as well as the F ut 
Fruits, Tenths, and Patrons. 


And that Groome,' on the Benefaftions of the 


Clergy, e have entered into it. 


n eee eke c. e ö St 


CHAP. II. 


UT it hos not the Deſign of the Gentlemen on 
D Þ this Side of the Queſtion to produce the x 
tum of what they have or do Pabel but to 
more and graſp at all. 

A Calculation of the Profits made and. hu 5 FL 
by them ſince Chriſt's Time, or that of Conſtantine, 


parallel'd with the ſolid Advantages which the Do- 
nors have not met with in Return, and the Loſſes 


and Sufferings that have been ſuſtained, on this 
Seore, would be a moſt entertaining Theme. 


It is notorious, that it is a Scheme to engroſs all 


Property and Power, an univerſal Monarchy, or 
rather an univerſal Tyranny over Men, under the 
Maſk of Religion. 


What elſe can be the Meaning of a Writer be 


unknown, though received as Divine, putting thoſe 
Words into the Mouth of Chrift himſelf, All 
Power is given to me? Did Chrift ſpeak thoſe 
Words, or commiſſion that Writer to write them 
for him? How is that proved ? 

But it was convenient to the Church or . 
for whoſe Intereſt thoſe Words, and that Piece was 
written, to make him ſay them; — for they are 


Party-Writings. Goſpel means properly the Wurd 


of God ſpoken ;, Evangelium, Good News told, preach d 
by Word of Mouth. — There is no Commiſſion to 
write it. But that was neceſſary to carry on a 
Scheme, which Chriſt himſelf did not 3 
IF or 


Ve 
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for elſewhere he declared againſt. Earthly Zone; 


much more againſt all Power on Earth. 
That it is a Scheme to devour all Property alſo 18 
ſelf-evident from thoſe other Words put into the 


Mouth of Chriſt, by one of thoſe unknown Wri- 


ters, —Go and teach Val Nations, —or diſciple all Na- 
tions, make them as much Subjects to you as Diſ- 
ciples, or Scholars, are to their School-Maſters, to 
come with a Rod, to repreſent which, an Apparitor 
carries a white Rod, when he attends one doing Pe- 


mance, Sc. 


But there is fmething farther in thoſe Words, 
than is commonly thought of :—Go and teach all Na- 
tions. — 

That ſeems a Warrant to go upon every Man's 
G and preach upon it; which was a Diſſeiſing 
the lawful Owner, whether he would or not, —and 


Was a Licenſe: to make an Entry on every Perſon's 
Land, Tenement, or Property. 


Our Common Law would cull it a Treſpaſs at 


leaſt: For if any Man tells me, though in the Name 


of God, that he will preach or teach on my Premiſſes, 
there ken an Action: So that ſuch Biſhops as claim 


an unlimited Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, ſubyert- 
ing by this the Common Law, may be liable to the 


ſame Impeachment or Indiftment with Cardinal Woolſey, 
on the fame Account; as the learned Lawyer Fran- 
cis White has obſerved in his Book, entitled, For the 
ſacred Law of the Land. _ 

I need fay no more, to ſhew the Rreurr and KEY 
To a REMEDY in taking away ſuch Eſtates, than that 
they are held contrary to Common .Law, on their 
own- molt ſacred Principles: But #hite makes the 
Law ef the Land more ſacred; and all Men of Senſe 
and Property will concur with him. | 

And this proves the Invalidity of chat judgment 

e by an eminent Juſtice of a Court, other- 
wite of — Merit and Abilities, that — 
5 ; C | 
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indefinitely 1 is part of the Conſtitution ; for if the Prin- 


ciples and Claims of it are repugnant to thoſe of 


Common Law, it is repugnant to the Conſtitution, 


and never was nor poſſibly can be part of it: Nay, 
if a Statute be contrary to the Principles and Reaſon 
of the Common Law, it is Null i2ſ facto, much 
more a Canon, or Church-Rule. | 
So that the puiſſant and mighty Lord Codex and 
the reſt of his noble Band of Subſcribers and Adhe- 
rents, may put up their Pipes, and give them to 
the Organiſt for the next Rehearſal at St. Pauls. 
But they ſhall not have the Advantage to proſe- 
cute us fairly for all this, on the Statute of the roth 


of William as Mary, againſt ſuch as deny the In- 


ſpiration and divine Authority of the holy Scriptures ; 
for we allow that Inſpiration and Authority to them 
and all holy Scriptures, as ſoon as they are proved, 
and on the Footing, that what 1s good in all Writ- 
ings, and all Men and Things, is by divine Inſpi- 
ration and Authority; the Inſpiration of the Al- 
mighty giveth Men —— and his Spit 
is in all his Works. 

_ We hope a Court of Juſtice will produce thoſe 
holy Scriptures on RecorD, which God authoriſed 
and [infpired, ſuch as the Church tells us were never 


doubted : and are from God, not Man, on the 


_ Grounds and Evidence of Common Law; other- 
wiſe I do not ſee, how a Man can offend that Act. 

It any Perſon retracts on ſuch Light, what he has 
fazd, that Statute cannot take hold on him. 

Nor ſhall they attack us for Blaſphemy; for Biſhops 
are not God Almighty ; God and Chrift themſelves 
are out of the Queſtion, when we ſpeak of Men pre- 
tending to write what they ſaid and were; but Bi- 
ſhops ſhould have a care, they are not guiley of Blaſ- 
phemy, if they hold or deſcribe God to be, what he 
cannot be, an irrational or immoral Being; avow- 
lang Breach of Promiſe, Numb. xiv. 34.--—and De- 

- 2 cat, 
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n 
ceit, Jer. xx. 7. O Lord, thou haſt deceived me—and 
in many other Places. 5 

For Blaſphemy is ſpeaking diſhonourably of God, 
what is againſt his Attributes, and therefore  defaming 
or Blaſpheming bim: it is, 

1. Denying him ſome Artiibute; chad? is ſuitable to 

his Nature; as, that he is All-fu ficient to Man's Ac- 
ceptance in his Sight. Or, 
2. When we aſcribe ſomething! to tim: that is 
contrary to his Nature; as, in thoſe, who make 
God Arbitrary, doing all by Will, right or wrong, 
like Satan: Or, 

3. When Men atthibars' to the Creature, what is 
only proper to God, as, Divinity to a Humane Re- 
gien by Nevelarion:— Of theſe correct Ideas of Blaſ- 
rough let others beware. 

The Cry is, that the Rationale of their Affair, the 


ü Truth and Juſtice of * the Merits of the Cauſe are 


againſt them. 

They demtehdes by. their Silehier; or ridiculous 
Arguments againſt the Deiſts, give up the Conteſt; 
they put it chiefly on the Law, on Property, and 
the Neceſlity of the Continuance' of their Eſtates to 
the Order, Peace, and Safety of the Kingdom, (not 
of Society in general, which may ſubſiſt, and better, 
without them ;) So that they do not pretend to be 
good Reaſoners in their own Defence, ſo much as 
good Lawyers, and Pohticians. 

If therefore the Lato and Property, if the 7 tereſt 


J the Court, and of the Kingdom, be againſt them, 


and its Safely too, all is over. 

As to the Law, it has been already proved to be 
their Enemy; and may be farther evinced. to be the | 
ſame, in many other Inſtances. 

As to Property, their”s is kept fromthe right Own- 
ers; it is the Intereſt of thoſe Owners to reclaim it. 

The Property of others is not involved in, or af- 
fected by, theirs*"Tt is 1 a different Nature: _ 

2 1 
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fiſts on Right, and on the Principles of Law: Iube- 
ritance, Purchaſe, Conveyance, Demiſe, and Te dure, 
or Cuſtom, ſtricily lauoſull. 

It is a Rule, if the Suggeſtion on which a. | Patent or. 
a Privilege be obtained, be falſe, or if it be not, as 
urged or pleaded, true, the Gn! * void and oY; be 
luperſeded ;_. . 

In effect, Biſhops may be cad, at t chis Day, to be 
made by Patent, as they charly were, under King 
Edward VI. the Conge d gſire is a Kind of Patent 
iſſued out of the Court of Chancery; the King's Man- 
date for a Biſhop's Conſecration participates the Na- 
ture of a Patent, as do the other Inſtruments for his 
Election, Reſtitution of the Temporalities, &C,..,.. 

When the Conge d' efiire is diſpatched, the King ; 
Letters miſſive, naming the Perſon, are ſent with 


it: So that the Dean and Chapter do not Aly, elect, 
or if they do, it is a Premunire.” 

The Statutes ſay, a Biſhop is made by — 
of Parliament, and King Edward.\ VI. and Queen 
Elizabeth ſeiʒ d their Temporalities; Biſhopricks have 
been pulled down and ſet up at Pleaſure: Surely, if 
Property and the Safety of the Kingdom were not 
affected, by demoliſhing the Biſhop of Rome here, 
by abrogating the Popiſh Biſhops, Clergy and Re- 
ligious Houſes, when it was even thought contrary 
to Magna Charta, when the Church of England was 
more powerful than now, and the State of Affairs 
more dubious, they cannot be thaken by a like In- 
ſtance again. 

Some ſay, they are as much deſpiſed and hated 
now, as they were. at that Time; that much. of 
their Religion is a Fallacy; and that there may be 
a Right to demand Coſts and Damages, ever ſince 
the Time of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, on the Com- 
pany pretending to ſucceed; him, and Pains and Pe. 
nalties for the ſame: And alſo. on Account of a cer- 
taid WII. or Lale, to which they baue ad- 
| | miniſter d: 
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miniſter d: So that a Jury, ſo unluckily appeal d to, 


in a Trial of -Witneſſes, for Evidenceuat the Refar- 
rection, (which would hold as to every othen Article, 
and even in Dotter” 0 \Compmons) r in that Caſe, 
unhorſe them all. 9 

As tothe — if the Gourt, the Mn foci 


make fix and twenty Lay-Lords as good as Biſhops; 
who might, if occaſion 1 Poſſeſs 'thear Dio- 


ceſes, and their Influence. pt 54 

King Henry ap pointed The Lord e a 
Lord, to be his Viſitep to::the-Convotation;: and fit 
among them: The King, the chief Biſnop, Over- 


ſeer, and Ordinary of the Nation, is a Lay-man; 


and no farther a Parſon, Per ſona mixta cum ſacer- 


duote, than entruſted with e gw Ns to 
Civil Policy and Neceſſity. 


A Miniſtry does not eſteem them: hs: more br 
their Ductility: In truth they deſtroy theit own Re- 
putation and Weight, as Biſhops, while ani . 
zealouſly promote world Intereſt. 

At laſt, if a Cry againſt them ſhould grow Gs 
midable, and Protection may not be commodious, 
a Court, which is politic, would ga. and 
Seek tbe Sacrificens::: Geno 53k 

It might ſometime be for the: Parpokn of a Court 


lities by Act of Parliament, 
as ſome Princes have attempted, and 6thers may de- 
fire. 


Cuſtom may not avail them then: The Cuſtom of 
the Common Lato is prior to, and ſuperſedes the 
Cuſtom of the Ecelgſiaſtical Law, for prior abligatio 
ſuper ſedet poſteriori, a prior Obligation ſuperſedes one 


tat is poſterior or ſubſequent; the Law of Nature 


and Reaſon takes place of all poſitive Laws, and go- 
verns them: No Cuſtom is ſuch, if Nu OW 
Truth and Right. 

Whatever was falſe, or nu at firſt, 10 no 


Force in Law, notwithſtanding any Uſage, of * 


long continuance ſoever. 
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and Practice of thoſe Judicatures, thoſe Courts of 


2 


There were 7 emporal Fudicatures in Britain, be- 


fore Chriſtianity was imported here, and the Uſage 


Juſtice, were the Law of thoſe: Courts, Sc. part 
of the Law of the Land : To which if the Uſages of 


Epiſcopacy were repugnant, e were voids 1 
initioz. 0 


What Man ee Senſe and common Ho- 
neſty, (which Judges and Juries of Common Law 
are fi to be,) muſt agree to be irrational, 
will, otwithſtanding any Cuſtom or Length of 
Time ſoever, appear to have no eee Law, 


if it has none in Reaſon. -  '» 


Cale, on Littleton, Sect. 209. Bal. 140. a. lays, 
it down as a Maxim of the. Common Law, that 
Al Cuſtoms and Preſeriptions, which | _ againſt | 
© Reaſon, are void. 

2354 Satkeld 112. Title, Cusronts, Sr al 265 fays, 


"i „Every Cuſtom ought to have a _ able Com- 


* mencement, for no Cuſtom can make that good, 
* wich was dener ab initio. + Sl 8 
Meines And Ses. to. _ wes | 
[21:6 AO i is not unreaſviiable; for being au- 
« rious to private Perſons or Intereſts, to | 
for Inſtance,] ſo as it tends to the general Ad- 
vantage: i. e. firſt of Mankind, then of Nations, 
and of that Nation, State, and. 3 Law, 


by It prevails. ] bo 


And Seck. 8. a N 
2456 Where a Cuſtom is injurious to Fas Public, 
and only for the Benefit of ſome Individual,“ [as 
a Company of Eccleſiaſtics, Sr. which in reſpect to 
2 Nation or Mankind, is an Individual.] it is un- 
reaſonable; for the Original of ſuch Cuſtom was by 
Tort or 'Uſurpation.? [This 1 Pe- 4 out an 
Action againſt ſuch Eſtates.) . 20 T 
In Sir John Davis's Reports of the Caſe bf Ta. 
, Fol. 32. It is ſaid, I moons 0-27 1 
ennie Cuſtom 


CL 
0 Cuſtom muſt be on a reaſonable Ground and Cauſe, 
for if it was unreaſonable in the Origin al, no 
_ © Ufage or Continuance can make it good: 
Nuod ab initio non valuit, tractu temporis non 
- *convaleſcet;_ 
A Cuſtom, repvinant to the Law of Reaſon, | 
* which is above all poſitive Laws, and therefore 
above all poſitive Inftitutions of Religion, is void, 
* ab initio, and no Preſcription of Tune can make 
© it 

The Dagor and Student, Chap. 2. El 4. ſays, 
The Law of RRASOxN is never changeable by no 
< Divinity of Place, no Time; and therefore a- 

« gainſt this Law, Preſcription, Statute, Cuſtom, " 
may not avail; and if any be brought in againſt | 
it, they be not Preſcription, Statutes, or Cuſtoms, 
but Things void, and againſt Juſtice. 

Littleton, Sent. 212. put a Caſe of Preſcription 
being void, as being againſt Reaſon, — Concluding, 
So ſuch Preſcription, or any other Preſcription, if 
it be againſt Reaſon, ought not to be allowed be- 
fore Judges: 

Quia malus uſus abulendus eſt: Becauſe an evil Uſe 
or Uſage is to be aboliſhed. 

The Note of Coke on thoſe Words, is, Every 
© Uſe is Evil, that is againſt Reaſon. _ 

And in his fame Commentary, on. Se. 80. 
Fol. 62. He fays, It is an Incident inſeparable every 
Cuſtom muſt have, that it be conſonant to Reaſon, 
* how long ſoever it hath continued, if it be againſt 

_ © Reaſon, it is of no Force in Law.' 

And when he tells us, this is not to be underſtood 
of every unlearned Man's Reaſon, but of Artificial 
or Legal Reaſon, warranted by Law : This may be 
right in all Cafes, which depend on the Law and 
Legal: Arguments; but, when applied to Matters, 
which depend partly on the Law, and partly on 

NE. of. * the moſt learned Man cannot _ 

on 
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N 
ſon juſtly without ſome Knowledge of che F act, as 
well as of the Law and Uſage. | 

It is ſaid, that, at Common Law, a Jury is to 


find the F act, and the Judges to determine the Law; 


others tell us, the Jury is the Judge of the whele 
eon. | 
Llnwiever: of ſuch Mertens. as are in themſebves 

abſolutely unlawful and irrational, and of the natural 

and circumſtantial Evidence of Facts, likewiſe, 


every honeſt and diſintereſted Man, endued with 


Reaſon, though unlearned, may be an equal Judge 


as the Learned. 


It has been proved that the r of 
a Cuſtom ought to be Reaſonable , and in this Light, 
(without entering into other Maxims or fundamental 
Principles of Law, which may overthrow ſuch Claims, ) 
I ſhall only ſubjoin four Authorities from my Lord 


Cote and Sir John Davis, in his Reports, by which 


if the Commencement of their Religion and Claims here 
be examined, they will be found a) and 
liable to be annulled and aboliſhed. 


1. That the Law Nan the Order and Courſe 


of Nature. 1 Inſt. 11. 4. 92. 4. 197. 6. 


2. That the Rights of Nature are immutable. 
7. „ere, 

93. That nothing which is contrary to Reben 18 
conſonant to Law. 1. Inſt; 56. 5. 97. 6. 

4. That the Law of Reaſon is above all poſitive 
Laws. Davis 8 Rep. Fol. 32. Caſe of 7. d. 


If therefore the Rifles, Clans, and Eſtates of 
theſe Gentlemen' be oppoſite to thoſe Authorities, if 
the Religion at firſt preached here by Commiſſion 
from a Biſhop, and therefore their Rights to their 
Eſtates founded upon it, violate theſe Principles, as 
the Law of Reaſon is above all paſitive Laws, and 
therefore above all poſitive Relivian, ſettled by. Sta- 
6 ; Hes, 


in certain Acts corrupt, which did not affect Nature 


(23) 
tutes, Canons, and the like; if they change the 
immutable Rights of Nature, and be contrary to 


Reaſon, the Cuſtom and Poſitive, Sanctions which 


ſupport them are void. 


When the Monk, Auguſtin, the firſt Metropo- 


| litan of Canterbury, preached his Doctrine, and in- 


troduced his Claims —_— (it is the ſame Caſe, 
whether you ſuppoſe the former Britiſh Biſhops, or 
thoſe imagined in the Time of King Lucius, it 
makes no difference.) 

They were built on Tabs Rights, and Propofi- 
tions, which were, jointly and ſeparately, true or 


falſe, rational or otherwiſe, proved or not, capable 


of Proof or not, according to the Order, Courſe, 
and Right of Nature and Reaſon, and the Principles 


of the Engliſp Laus, in Being: As to which, the 


allowing Pleas are ſubmitted : 


Fi r#, This Religion was avowed to be aw 


| Reaſon and Nature, Supernatural, therefore repug- 
nant to that Maxim, that the Lay of — is 


above ail poſitive Laws, what was above Reaſon was 
not an Object of it, not cognizable, nor capable of 
Proof by Reaſon ; therefore incapable of being re- 
ceived or eſtabliſhed by Law, which is built on 
u. 


_ Secondly, This Religion has been 8 to W 
contrary to Reaſon and Nature : It has been faid, 
Credo, quia eſt impoſſibile ; 1 believe, becauſe it is 
impoſſible, which ſubverts all Certainty, and 1s 
Frenzy, Madneſs, on a Principle of Conſcience : It 
profeſſes alſo to be contrary to Nature, as in Self 
denial, Leaving all, Self-puniſoment, for ſaking Relati- 
ons, giving all to feed the Poor, &c. It is not ſuffi- 
cient to ſay, that it is only againſt Corrupt Nature, if 


Nature never was corrupt, only actual Sinners were 


in 
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in general, and if BS... Sin be falſe Doctrine, | 
even according to the Bible itſelf : Nor is it a Reply, 


that a Future State is a Recompence, for Evil is 
not to be done that Good may come of it; nothing 
can rectify what is in itſelf wrong: A future State 
was and might be known without Biſhops, hey have 


not proved their Authority to enſure it: Nor is the 


Future State, which is referred to in the Goſpel, 


ſuch a one, as they preach ; nor do they and others 
agree about that, or any Article of their Chriſtianity, | 


Thirdly, That the Biſhop's Commiſſion from 


Peter, Chriſt, and God, was never ſhewn, nor is it 


extant in the World: Meer Tradition, Hearſay, 


pretended Inſpiration, Hiſtory, Cuſtom, Preſump- 


tion, Belief, are noCommiſſions or Proof of one: A 
Commiſſion is an expreſs unqueſtionable Delegation 
of the Particular Powers therein mentioned, au- 


thentickly and undeniably given on Record, and 


duly witneſſed, from Perſons by Name to Perſons 
by Name at preciſe Times and Places : No Biſhop 
ever had fuch a Commiſſion from Chrif or God. 


_ Fourthly, A Forei Authority in Religion, whe- 


Fe alledg*d from t, Feruſalem, Rome, Gaul, 


or whence you pleaſe, 


s repugnant to the Laws and 
Birth- right of Britons. 


A Man is no more bound to admit it, than to 
drink Tea, inſtead of Home- produce; nor to go out 


of his Country for his Religion, than for bis Break- 
faſt : God is All-ſufficient to all Men in all Countries, 


Right Reaſon is his Word, his whole ſufficiently 


promulg'd or revealed Law to all honeſt conſiderate 


People, every where. 


Fiſthly, Nor was there a Poſſibility of ſuch Com | 
miſſion from Scripture or Oral Tradition; — Scrip- 
tures, Mritings, Manuſcripts. are the ſame, — 

* 1 


1 1 
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by Men ; alter'd, forg' d, interpolated, corrupted, 


diminiſhed, augmented, tranſlated, commented, 
preached or written upon, at Pleaſure, by Party- 
views, or as Governors dictated: Some ſunk, others 
trumpt up; never uniform. 

The Scripture· Revelation muſt lie in all the Scrip- 
tures and Texts, which cannot be come at, none can 
have all the Manuſcripts, much leſs all pro and con: 
So that it is an Impeſſibility, therefore contrary to 
Reaſon, to find it. And there are no lawful Records 
2 it, no qualified Witneſſes according to the Common 
Law. | | : 


— Fi 


Sixt bly, Hiſtory is no Proof that it is from God : 


There is not one true humane Hiſtory, that can be 


proved ſuch, in the World, much leſs a Divine 
Hiſtory : Politicians never ſuffered one: It is un- 
certain alſo on other Grounds. So that was this 
holy Hiftory as true as any other, it would not be 
true, much leſs obligatory from God on the Con- 
ſcience, ſince Chriſt, who came on Purpoſe for Re- 
velation, never wrote nor promiſed Inſpiration to 


any Writers at all; and his, and the Apoſtles Diſ- 


courſes, were occaſional, to thoſe Perſons, Times, 
and Places, not a perpetual Law to all Times and 
Places, of God's Truth, God's whole Truth, and 
nothing but God's J. ruth, without Doubt, for full 


Aſſurance of Faith, ſtedfaſt, unmovable, Dzmon- 


STRATION or TH SF IH T AND Pow R, to BRITONs, 


which was the only Proof of the Biſhop” s Commiſſion, 


entitling to Law. 


"Seventhly, King Ethelbert, to om! it was preached, 
ordered, and it was agreed, it ſhould be without Force, 
Compulſion, Coaction, or Prejudice: Thus writes 


Bede himſelf, a Prieſt; but it was with Compulſion 


avowedly, for the Biſhops then claimed a Penal Co- 
ercive Power in Religion: A Power of Authority to 


ee Men to the Obedience of Faith, to profeſs 


9 2 — Belief; 


'® 
0 
* 

i . 


484 
'L 


f Authority of a Commiſſion, built upon it. 


(28 ) 

Belief, to be of the Church, or be damm d, be con- 
demned, to what Puniſhment, what Rod they pleaſed. 
Eighthly, they brought it in by Prepoſſeſhon, Im- 


poſition, implicite Faith, blind Cuſtom, Ignorance, not 
by free Rational Conſent, to make it the voluntary 


/ 


unexceptionable Act of the Party in Law. 
So that there was no proper Compact, Covenant, 
nor Agreement, as js preſumed in the Civil Go- 


vernment, and as ought to be in all Society. 


Infants, unknowing, unconſenting, (but by Gua- 


rantees, nor authoris'd even in Scripture,) were to 


be r:vetted in, get out as they could; the Ignorant, 
the Credulous, the Superſtitious, in that dark Age, 


were impoſed on: The Matter was not fairly and le- 


ally deliberated between the King, People, and Biſhops. 
A weak Woman Queen Bertha was firſt practiſed 
on, and ruled her Huſband, and by him all: No 
free, full, and fair Conſent, Compass, Law, or Con- 
Hitution. "he | | 5 


: Ninthiy, It was brought as a Dxxp, a CuaxrER, 


a CONVEYANCE, an INSTRUMENT or LAw, a Covx- 
 NANT, of the greateſt Importance between Gop and 


Barrons, tranſacted by Commiss10nN FROM Gop: 
One material Flaw deſtroys a Law- Inſtrument: And 
in this ſuppos'd are numberle/s. Mr. Emlyn ſhewed a 
kind of Forgery in one Text, on—Theſe three are 
one. — So in Hiſtory, Pliny's Epiſtles have been al- 
ways quoted for Primitive Chriſtianity, and the tenth 
Book, containing that Proof, was forged; for it was 
not written by Pliny; as a great Churchman and An- 
Piquary Mr. Hearne, evinces, in the Oxford Edition 
OE. | 4 | 
And in Texts, innumerable Depravations, and 
in their Senſe, Immoralities, Abſurdities, and In- 
conſiſtencies may be detected, utterly ſubverting the 


Tenthly, 


been declar ' falſe at the Reformation, and it cannot 
be ſhewn, that all is not on an equal Footing: One, 


1 


27 enthiy, The Dates of Time of their Religion; 


4s the Hiſtory of the Miracles and Propheſies, as 


Matters of Fact, are not certainly clear and evident, 


that the Thing muſt come from God, and none elſe; 


which is abel tely neceſſary to the Divine Obliga- 
tio of it: There were Miracles, Propheſies, Arch- 


| Flamins and Flamins, like Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, 


Revelations, Inſpirations, Oracles, Churches, all the 
Apparatus of their Religion among the Heathens, 
and all their good Dofarines: g Britons did not want tis 
imported Merchandiſe, 


Lach, It brought in a Governmeut within, and | 
contrary to, the Civil; a Religion that has in great part, 


that has not attained its End propoſed by it: Men and 
Britons were to have been more EE rational, and 
bappy by it, they have been more wicked, fookſh, 
and miſerable, init: And as they could not transfer 
to Man that F aith, Conſcience, and Duty, 2 
they ow'd to God only, they could not lawfully re 
ceive it * a as dinang them From. Gad. 


Much more might be added; but all this ** | 
contrary to ſuch Cuſtom, as is warranted by Law, 
contrary to the . Courſe and Order of Nature and 
Reaſon, which cannot be changed, and are above 
all poſitive inſtituted Law, and therefore above all 
pretended to be ſuch, in Religion. —All this declares, 
that on the Maxims of Law, Lord Coke, Judge 
Littleton, Sir Jobn Davis, Salkeld, &c. The Cuſtoms 
of the Biſhop's Religion, Claims, and Eſtates, had 
not a REaS0NABLE COMMENCEMENT, are therefore 
Nullities and repugnant to the State and the Conſti- 
tution. 5 
And that the Religion of Chriſt, as a Teacher of 
Right Reaſon, is the Legat Religion, and the only 


Lov 


(30) 

Lawful Con ſerufion, in which Revealed Religion can 
be ſuppoſed to be admitted in Britain, and received 
in the Intention of King and People fully informed. 
One Statute declaratory of this, and explaining all 
the poſitive Laws about Religion to be thus intended, 
according to the Common Law, (in Aid of which 

only, Statutes and Canons are made) would effec- 
tuate the Point as eaſily, as it was introduced, and 
far more for the publick Good, which the aforeſaid 
Syſtem eſſentially contradicts, becauſe it contradicts 
the Principles of the common Law. 


SPPPDDODDOODOCUSCCIES 


CHAP. III. 


OR the Preſent, I ſhall diſmiſs this great Point, 

with ſome additional Obſervations on Ecclefi- 
aſtical Eſtates, thus illegally founded. 
Dr. Avliffe, in his Parergon, has given us a Ca- 
talogue of the Religious Houſes in England, diſ- 
ſolved by King Henry VIII. thoſe diſcharged from 
Tythes in. Virtue of their Orders, and the. Mitred 
Abbots called to Parliament, and exempt from E- 
piſcopal Juriſdiction. 

Colleges are a Sort of Monaſteries, the Head and 
Fellows like the Prior or Abbot and his Monks: So 
are Cathedrals, Biſhop and Prebendaries are like a 
Mitred Abbot, or Father, ( Abba, Father, in God 5 
and the like. 

The Cathedral was a Convent or College of Biſpops 
and Preſbyters, a Monkery: Even the Eſſenes and 
- Apoſtles might be ſomething like it, for a better 
Livelihood together. 

Biſhops may be ended as well as Mi tred Abbots; 
Cathedrals are Relirious Houſes, and ay be equally 
diſfolved: All were as Hoſpitals are, each a Maiſon 
2 cu Bethel, a Houſe of God, that is, dedicated 
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to Cod, or, the Public, which has the ſame Senſe: 


Mitred Abbots are not now in Parliament, Biſhops 
are the like. 

Many Monks were freed from Tythes; ; ſo may 
and ought the Laity to be: Many were exempt from 
Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, ſo ought all to be; the King 
is or ſhould be exempt from it, as Truſtee of the 


People, therefore the People originally are exempt, 
and ther e is no ſuch W but from the People, 


and the Parliament: 

The Eſtates of thoſe Monaſteries in Dr. Ayliffe 
amount to great Sums, comparing the Value of Com 
then with the preſent; and the richeſt were thoſe of 
 Glaſtenbury and Weſtminſter, the Wealth of Glaſten- 
bury owing chiefly to a Lye of the Thorn and Foſeph 
of Arimathea, the Counſellor of St. Sepulchre. 

As Benefices were valued for the People: Firſt- 
Fruits were firſt given to God, that is for the Pub- 
lick Good; fo were Tenths: The People, the Ori- 
ginal of Power, ought to have Tenths from the Bi- 
ſhops, Sc. 

ueen Anne left her F ather; and gave away the 
Tenths or Tythe; our King may leave the Fathers 
and give the Tythes to all his Sons, Laity as well as 
Clergy. 

In EZon's T. beſaurus, we find the Names of Saints, 
to whom Refories, &c. were dedicated; all Chrij- 
tians were called Saints 1 in the New Teſtament, f ſo 
that they might be ſo meant for thei Benefit and 
Wealth. 

The Dedication- Saints are b Fabulous, no 
Foundation for a Claim of Eſtates. 

The Proportion of the Recompenſe to the Duty is 
often uſed as an Argument; neither God nor Chri/t 
ever made it a Duty for a Biſhop of L——to govern 
that Dioceſe, or for any Dean, Arch - deacon, Pre- 
Den, or S to ur in this or Rur ind: 
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they are all willing to make the Duty as ſmall, and 


the Gain as conſiderable as they can. 

Who hath required his Duty at their Hands? 
or given them the Recompence? The Labourer is 
worthy of his Hire, but he is not to hire himſelf: 


They — obtruded themſelves to the Duty, and 


ought to pay themſelves for the Recompence. 
The rich Clergy ought to maintain the poor Laity : 


Or, properly ſpeaking, all the Laity ought to be 


Clergy by Turns, and to officiate for one ano- 
ther: Any Lay-man might read Forms'of Sermons, 
as the Clergy read Forms of Prayer. 

The Poorer Clergy ought to be 'penſioned on 


the richer; they ought to do good, eſpecially to thoſe 


who are of the Houſhold of Faith: which, I think, 
was a Doctor's Text, before the Sons of the Clergy, 


(but who they are, 1s uncertain,) and by that Rule, 
that Doctor ought to maintain Mr. Keith, or the 


ruth is not in him: For he that loveth not his Bro- 


ther, whom he hath ſeen, (in low Circumſtances, 


by his Proſecution, Anglice, Perſecution of him,) 
how can he love God, whom he hath not ſeen? and 
whom no Canonical Barbarian ever will ſee. 
There is a Method more uſeful to the Publick, 
(which is more than any Hierarchy ever was, or can 
be, all Things compared, ) obſerved by the King of 
Prufſi 4 to make his Civil and Military Officers Bi- 


ſhops, Deans, Prebendaries,. and Parſons, by veſt- 
ing their Revenues in them: And it was a noble 
Scheme propoſed, it is ſaid, by one of our Miniſters, 
in Germany, to ſeculariſe the Eccleſiaſtical Dignita- 


nies there, for why ſhould not they, as well as Books, 
(which they ſeldom read,) be adapted to the Age:? 
They love the World, and the World would not 


be out of Love with them, for the Sake of their In- 
come and Power. 


Mr. Eaton, of pious Memory, is an Author of 


great Merit among them, for his devout Recom- 


| mendation 


$a. Be 


3 


Ti) 


mendation of their Intereſt in his Book entitled, We- 
ſaurus Rerum Ecclifiafticarum, a Treaſury of Church 


Affairs: A very emphatical Title: Treaſury means 
that theſe Religioniſts aim at the Pence; the Clergy- 
man's Jade mecum is a Pocket. Companion. 

And he makes this Gain the Syſtem of Church. 45 


fairs, of their Buſineſs, of all they have to do: To be 


enriched in all Things ;. to live by ſaving Faith; alter 
the Words, a future State, to a future late, and 
it means a Tranſlation, a new Plutality, a better Liv- 
ing, or a Living to one who has none: In which Senſe, 
they deny a future State to ſome, and for their own 
Part, would rather chuſe a d preſent Eftate than a fu- 
ture State. 

Fe tells us, that, At the Reformation the Tythes, 


Sc. might, more eaſily than at preſent, have been 


* reſtored to thoſe Uſes, for which they were origi- 
nally ſettled:? Yet this would unhinge our Prote- 
ſtant Biſhops and Clergy, for the Popiſh Reyenues 


were deſigned for Popiſh Uſes, and according to 


this Hint of Mr. E#on, either Popery ought to ac- 


company the Revenues, or they may as juſtly be . 


taken away from the preſent. as the Popiſh Biſhops, 
if there be any difference: 

Theſe Revenues are called Spiritualities: This 
proves that Spirit and Matter are the fame : For Mo- 
ney is Matter; but if Tythe-Pigs, &c. were called 
Carnalities, it might be as proper, only fleſhly Or- 
dinances are forbidden in the New-Teſtament.  * 

I would here furniſh the Quakers with a new Ar- 
gument againſt Yythe.- Pigs; Strine 8. Fleſb was unclean 
among the Jewz/þ Pries and People, ſo that no 
Tythe of it could be paid : And the Jewiſb Hieber 
were the Foundation of the Claim. 

Mr. E#on goes on, that the T ythes, &. were 
firſt alienated from the ſecular Clergy gy, by Pop iſh 
4 Den orgs and chen be LS and other vices 
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< were. eſtabliſhed for the Support of Romiſb Super-. 


« ſtition, and Monaſtick Luxury.“ 


Hence it will follow that our Biſhop's preſent Re- 


venues, are Uſurpations from the Popiſh Donors and 
Poſſeſſors, and ought to be ſuppreſſed. 


And that if the Diſtinction of the Clergy from the 
Laity, was an Uſurpation, that ought to be ſuppreſ- 


ſed too. Paul was a Lay-man : His having different 


Powers no more made hima Clergyman, than a 
Judge s different Powers makes him one; a Clergy- 
man's wearing a Gown and Band does not make 
him ceaſe to be a Lay- man, any more than a Bar- 
riſter at Law's wearing the ſame, diſtinguiſhes him 


out of a Lay-Character: The Difference of Clergy _ 


and Laity has no Foundation in the Goſpel: Clerus, 
Clergy, meant all God's People, as Maſſiab, anointed, 

meant any Man commiſſioned by Authority : Cyrus, 
a Heathen Prince, is called a Meſiah: the Clergy's 
aſſuming to themſelves a Difference from the Laity, 

was the Source of Popery, and all the Dominion 
of theſe Spiritual Gentry, and the innumerable Miſ- 
chiefs ariſing from it : At firſt in this Country, the 
{piritual and temporal Magiſtrates fat on the fame 
Bench, this was on the Preſumption, that there was 
truly ſuch a Thing as ſpiritual Magiſtracy, which 
was falſe: But it is well obſerved, by Mr. Serjeant 
Foſter, againſt the Codex, that the Tearing away of 


the ſpiritual Power from the Temporal, was a Spring 
of publick Unhappineſs and the Root of 4nti-Chrift. 


As to Romiſh Superſtition, what is left of that ſtill 


among us, is as much Romiſb Super ſtition, as what 
is taken away; but indeed, Superſt:t:on is all that 


is beyond what is neceſſary in Religion, and every 
Religion 1s Superſtition, except that of right Reaſon, 
and moral Virtue, becauſe either that is all that is 


neceſſary to any Society, and therefore to any Go- 


vernment whatever, or the Conſequence may 


operate in favour of Popery: F or once admit the Ne- 
5 ceſlity, 


(Hz 
ceſſity, or Expediency, e Scheme 


of Religion to all Mankind in general, or to this or 
that State in particular, and it is odds, but the Po- 
piſh Scheme is the moſt Political of any in the World, 


and therefore preferable. 


As to Monaſtic Luxury, our Biſhops and Clergy 
are equally Monks to the Laity, as the Monks, ſo 
called, are to them, I have hinted that Biſhops and 
Preſbyters were the ſame as Abbots and Monks, and 
probably, improved, if they did not riſe, from them: 


And in Luxury, ours are not behind-hand with the 


Popiſh. 

Mr. Eon affirms, that © the true and proper 
< Uſe of thoſe Revenues was, that they ought to 
have been apply'd to the Parochial Clergy : And 
< that the Abuſes of the Church-Revenues made a 


Reformation neceſſary. 


If ſo, thoſe Impropriations and Tythes which be- 


long to Biſhopricks and Dignities are wrong, and 


ought to be given to the Pariſh-Prieſts: And Re- 
formation is now as neceſſary as then. Since all, 
except Morality, is Superſtition: Morality, or Con- 
formity to God's ArthBotea being the whole of Di- 
vinity and Religion that is requiſite, and the reſt Su- 


perfezon, and Popiſh Superſtition, to be reformed. 


He complains of poor Stipends, and Pittances 


© allotted to ſome of the Clergy.' _ But do the Bi- 


ſhops uſe their Court-Intereſt to redreſs this or other 
Hardſhips of the Clergy in Parliament ? 

He ſpeaks of * Servile Compliances of the poorer 
« Clergy.” Are the richer and the Biſhops guilty of 


no Servile Compliances ? 


He ſpeaks, in the Wards of a Statute, © of mean 
© © Stipetidlicy Preachers depending for their neceſſary 
Maintenance on the Good-Will and Liking of 


their Hearers, and under the Temptation of ſuiring 


© their Doctrines and Teaching to the Humours 
4 * rather than the Good of their Hearers 1 | 
g =S © But 


—— — — 4 


- JD 
But do not the Biſhops and Clergy, who preach 
or write or act for Preferment, do the ſame as theſe _ 
poor Men? Therefore have we any Ground for be- 
lieving their Doctrine? Were even the Apoſtles and 
fir ſt Preachers poor Stipendiary Preachers or no? 
And were not they under the ſame Temptation to ſuit 
their Doctrine to the Humours of their Hearers? 
Conſequently have we any Security of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion itſelf, on this Principle? 

Mr. Edlen ſays, The Doctrines and Labours 
© of a Teacher, who makes a Figure, and ſeems 
not to be poor, will be more ſucceſsful? But the 
Apoſtles ſeemed poor, and, made no Figure, yet 
ſucceeded : 55 do we read, they wrought Miracles 
every time they preached, or very often: And if 
they did, Chrij ſaid, Signs ſhall follow them that be- 
lieve: fo that modern Biſhops and Clergy may work 
Miracles, 1F; THEY BELIEVE z if they do not, it is 
becauſe bey are Infidels, and how can Infidels con- 
vert Infidels? 

But I will tell theſe Teachers a ſhorter Way to 
ſucceed, and that is to be Sa Ix xs; the People ne- 
ver were, are, nor will be moved by the Figure of 
Biſhops and Clergy, ſo much as by their Sanctity; 
and Heroic Virtue would be ſufficient for that Sanc- 
tity: No need of Revelation to be Saints. Let us 
ſee Biſhops, Sc. Men of ſupereminent Virtue, with- 
out ſo much of Wealth and Power, 2s many of the 

more glorious and divine Heathen Philoſophers were, 

who contemned Opulence and Honours more than 
the Biſhops and Clergy do, and the Work will be 
accompliſhed, | 

But, on their Principles, there can be no ſuch 
Thing as a Saint; for that we muſt recur to Philo- 
ſophy; to Plato, Epiftetus, Pythagoras, Socrates, 
&c. who pretended to no Church- Powers or Reve- 
nues, or to impoſe a Revelation and Creeds, as 
from God, on Men; nor { up an Intereſt and a 


Party 


Cnr - 
to deceive, or what they call, Convert, and 


what Mr. Pope terms Out-witting the Reſt of Man- 
kind: Nor can I be cenſured for this Honour done 


to Philoſophy, for the Revelationiſts have borrowed 
almoſt all from them, if not all; Plato, Ariſtatle, &c. 
are in the Chriſtian Writers and Preachers, from 
firſt to laſt, and Chriſtianity is Paganiſm, under 
ocher Names: The Philoſophers were honeſter Men 


than the pretended: Saints, and Love of Wiſdom, 


which is Thiloſophy, is Love of Chrif, who was 
called Wiſdom.” © 
Mr. £80n tells us, it will be. 500 Years beides 


all the Livings now under 30 J. ek . will 


be 60 J. per Aumum. 
And in far leſs than that Time the State may find 
it expedient to diſcharge reveal d Religion, eſpecially 
in the modern Scheme, from its Attendance. 
The Biſhops ought to be more on the Square with 
their Preſbyters; they and the Dignitaries, and over- 
grown Rectors, Sc. (as of Wrinwick,: Migun, and 
the like,) ought to augment the ſmall Livings, and 


ſoon bring them all, at an Average, to at leaſt 1007. 


per Annum : The Biſhops and Clergy. at firſt lived 
in Common, and the primitive Scheme is the moſt 


apoſtolical and orthodox, as their own Canons ex- 
preſs, it: A Biſhop ought to be aſham d to poſſeſs 
Thouſands, when his Fellow-Preſhyters do not en- 
Joy one Hundred: And when even an Apoſtle called 
himſelf a Fellow-Preſbyter, what fort of Fellows are 
Biſhops, to be ſo. much different from their Fellows ? 


This is not the Fellowſhip: of the Holy Ghoſt, . but 


of Simon Magus, and will be their Deſtruction. 

The poor Livings are not diſcharged from Tenths 
payable to the Biſnops, though they are eaſed of the 
Firſt-Fruits payable to the Crown: How ſhocking 
is that Difference, that the Crown is more generous 
and charitable to the Clergy, than the Biſhops are 


to their own Brethren ? Is this Chriſtianity ? It is 


high 


(38) 


high time to diſcharge a pretended Religion, that 


initead of anſwering the End for which it was 


ſaid to be revealed, eſpecially in Points of Charity, 


which is greater than Faith itſelf, inverts | thoſe 
Ends, and a Man would have been more humane, 
if he had not been a Biſhop, and a Chriſtian, ' 

What a monſtrous Tythe is this, Tenths paid by 
the Clergy to the Biſhops ! They are ſaid to be in 
Exchange for Manors and Lands alienated from 
© their Biſhopricks to the Crown; that is, the 
Crown took away ſuch Manors and Lands from 


Biſhops, as they never had a juſt Right to, and the 


poor Clergy were to be tax d for it: Yet afterwards 
the Crown releaſes this Burden, and the Biſhops 
continue it, on their Part; moſt Chriſtian! How- 


ever, this is a Hint, which would juſtify the Crown 


in double-taxing the Biſhops, ſince they tax the poor 
Clergy, and in alienating all their Revenues as it did 
their Lands and Manors: Mr. Edton . obſerves, 
< thoſe Lands have been mightily improv'd :? which 
is more than the Biſhops themſelves have been, or 
have done to Mankind ; for they have been rather 
worſe than better for them, and therefore they have 
no Right to thoſe Improvements. 

Fixed Sees are no part of the Goſpel Eſtabliſn- 


ment: The Preaching was not, as now, Local, but 


Itinerant, to tell thoſe who are ignorant of it before, 
the good News of the Maſſiab; it could not be News, 
3 — told them: Evangelium is glad Tidings, 


good News, and that only: So that the modern re- 


peated Preaching the ſame Things over again is 
unchriſtian, and heterodox: And therefore in the 
Vacancy of Sees, a Chriſtian Prince or State has a 
plain Right to take and keep the Temporalities on 
the Goſpel Footing, which is the whole of true 


primitive Sin, according to Proteſtant No- 
tions: 


| — 


4a a_ a = p=1y —_— — 


among the Clergy themſelves. 


{3 


Mr. E#0n relates, that Biſhop Gibſon, in his : 
Codex, p. 676 tells us, the Statute f 1 Eli. 19. on 
the Crown's taking Part of the Temporalities of the 
vacant Sees, was never printed in any Edition of the 
Statutes, but was inſerted in his Book out of the 
Records of Parliament: The Bible, Fathers, and 
Councils, may have ſuffer d the ſame Fate, and not 
be perfect, by Omiſſion of ſomething eſſential, or 
ſome other material Defect, inconſiſtent with the 
Demand of making Traditional Scriptures or Writ- 
ings a Rule of Religion obligatory on the Conſcience. 

Mr. Eon ſpeaks farther of Inſtitutions, Induc- 


tions, and other Knowled ge neceſſary to a Clergy- 
man. 


So many Articles, that a Chriſtian has been no 


Gainer by his Deliverance from the Law of Moſes. 
Though how a Gentile could be delivered from a 
Law that never oblig d him — we leave to be ex- 


plained by thoſe who ſucceeded the "NET of the 
Gentiles, 


aus N ba GR W ED Wc 
CHAP. IV. 


ACRED Inſtitutions themſelves are not ex- 
cepted from one general Obſervation; 
That — how wiſely ſoever Things are contriy'd 
and fram'd in Government, 


Yet, by the conſtant Flux and Motion they : are 


in, as-conſtant Care and Alterations are requiſite to 
keep them right. 


Hence has riſen that Variety of Canons and Con- 
Ritutions in Religion, as well as Laws in the State : 
To adjuſt Property, reform Abuſes, and ſettle Dit- 


putes: 


Eſpecially, deen the Clergy and Laiety, and 
And 


1 
And without a free Pen, as well as a free Tongue, 
no Grievances can be well known nor ſtated : There- 
fore free Pulpits, within the Bounds of Property- and 
Rig ht, are every where neceſſary: 

And if one ſhould be confined and put down, let 
the People make another, in every Houſe, both 
publick and Private; and every Man be a Whitefield 
and a Weſley, in all Places to 7 cak for his Country. 


The Biſhops and Clergy have been rigorous a- 


gainſt their Tenants, their Chriſtianity being ſo much 
a Year: And in Daniel's ſeventy Weeks came the 


Meſſiab, that is, in leſs than a Year, and a half, 


ſome cheat the Dioceſe all round. 

Their Viſitations and Godlineſs are not to | reſbein 
the Manners, but get the Lands and Manors away : 
They take Surveys and Inquiſitions every where, 
impoſe Valuations at Pleaſure, as the Rule of Fines 
and renewing Leaſes: Have demoliſhed Groves, 
Avenues, and Plantations raiſed by Gentlemen with 


long Care and Expence : Have endeavoured, after 


Laud, to lay aſide the cuſtomary Tenure for three 
Lives, and convert the whole of thoſe Eſtates into 
Leaſes for twenty one Years : Conſequently to ex- 
tinguiſn and ſubvert our Freeholds, and reduce the 
Number of Freeholders in every County, to make 
themſelves Maſters of the whole Nation: 
They pretend they are not compellable to renew 
with their Leſſees at the Expiration of any Life or 
Term : May do what they pleaſe, and aſk the Dit- 
ference between their Eſtates and thoſe of the Laity. 
Under all their Revelation, their Eyes are fo 


dazzled with the Pomp and Wealth of this World, 


which they renounced þypocritically in Baptiſm, to 
get the more, and which is the End of the counter- 
feit Poverty, and Self-denial of their queer Syſtem, 
that they cannot find that Dilference 3 who ſo blind 
as they who will not ſee? | 

1 I WE 1 ec 
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Vet Dr. Gray, in his ancient and preſent State of 


| Durham, told them the Difference, — that the Laity 


were their Patrons and Benefactors; therefore they 
ought to be moderate in renewing Leaſes, and en- 


courage the Improvements of Tenants, to avoid the 


Evil of thoſe Civil Wars, which proud Prelates and. 


rigid Clergy had chiefly occaſioned, by provoking, 
the Laity. 


The Laity deprivꝰd their Heirs aid Families of 
their Eſtates for the Sake of the Church, and, as it 
is obſerved in the Rights of Princes, p. 117, beg- 


gar'd them too, by having their Conſciences bug. 


bear'd ; 

Though there are above 20,000 of the Nobility 
and Gentry concern'd, and under ſuch Impoftion, 
may be induced to go to Extremities with them: 

Rigorous Exactions upon Tenants would not be 
juſtified, ſuppoſing the Church Eſtates were the 
{ame with others, and they might make the beſt 
Uſe of them. 

Though by Fi#ion of Law, Feclefiaftical Corpo- 


rations are ſaid to have a Fee, or Free-hold, in their 


Eſtates 3 yet, in Reality, they are only Tenants for 
Life; whereas Lay. Fes are unconditional, pure and | 
abſolute.” 

The others are cad in ſome Books, par- 
ticularly, 2 Int. 627. to Tenants in Dower, who 
are Tenants for Life, for they are the Dos Eccleſiæ, 
the Dowry or Portion of Chriſt's Spouſe ; but even in 


that, there is a Difference: For the Tenant in 


Dower holds in her 0201 Right, but the Eccleſiaſtical 


Poſſeſſor is an Uſu-Fru#tary, not for Hmſelf alone, 


but for the ' Uſe and Benefit of others: They were 


Stewards. for the Poor, &c. and as Poor, as Alms- 


folks themſelves; Lawy-Sleeves ate Baages, that 

hal were maintained by the Parifh. - 
Lay-Tenants come in by Purchaſe, or Deſcent, 
the other, by Free- Gift, the — were the e 
2 


(4a). 


It was a Charity from the Apoſtles Times, and pro- 
perly ſubje& to a Commiſſion for Charitable Uſes. 

Tenants of Lay-Fees are not accountable for the 
Profits they make of their Eſtates, to any Perſons : 
The Eccleſiaſtical are accountable, as, in Dilapida- 
Hons ., | 

At firſt, when a Biſhop' $ Dioceſe reached no 
farther than one Communion-Table might. ſerve, 
(which was invented for the Offerings) the Gifts of 
Devout People were all their Income: They en- 
deavoured to make them devout, for thoſe Gifts: 
And as the Biſhop. was as poor as. the meaneſt, they 
were all maintained by them. 

In the fourth Age, near the time, when E gland 
was converted, or, as Mr. Pope ſays, . 
bubbled, Offerings were very great: Conſtantine 
made Laws permitting Churches to be endowed by 
Gift or Will, with real and immoveable Eſtates: 
The Rich 4% nberited their Families for them: Others, 
after Endowment, took back Leaſes for Lives, pay- 
ing a yearly Revenue to the Church; but all, who 
left Eſtates, left them as a DeeosrT, in Txusr, for 
Alms and Hoſpitality, and decent Maintenance of the 
Clergy; — Lay Eſtates are not in Truſt, not a De- 
pofit ; the firſt Biſhop's Church was a charitable Car- 
' poration, and ſomething like ours at this Day. 

But the Eccleſiaſtical Writings and others, in 
every Age, affirm that the Clergy ought not to poſ- 
ſeſs or appropriate. the. Revenues. of the Church, as 
their own; but as the Patrimony of the Poor; the 
Nation, is poor, ought to take them back again, and. 
may ſend the Poſſeſſors to the Army: If they be 
ricb, and live on Revenues, they rob the Poor; and 
to defraud the Poor is the moſt, wicked 7. befs in the 
World, Gamblers are Saints to them. 

Gratis, Diſt. 33. c. 3. ſpeaks, in this, Manner * 
And even the Council of Trent, Sefſ. 15: de Reform. 
c. I. (whoſe Canons re better than the Codex,) ſays: 

8 1 | the 
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the ſame. And Dr. Saban underſtands this of al 
Church Miniſters, who are n the Depojtaries of 
their Revenues. 

The Foundation of ahe- Church is hid on the 
Scheme of Univerſal Beneficence, in which is com- 
prehended the whole Cauſe of Virtue, and what is 
Beneficial to Mankind : So that if Benefices be Male- 
Jictal, ' Maleficent, hurtful, they ought to be given to 
Rationaliſts, who will make them otherwiſe. 

For, in England, the National Revenues have been 
veſted: in Truſt, in the National Church, for the 
fame Deſign and in the Laws and Conſtitution of 
England, there are Grounds to ſecure them, For the 
BENEFIT OF THE PUBLICK for ever; between which 
Laws, and thoſe, which concern Lay-fee S, a wider 
Difference cannot be. 

Buy the Statute of 25 Edew. III. c. 3. It is declared, 
that ts Church of oe land is founded in Prelacy 
by the Kings of England, the Earls, Barons, and 


other Nobles of the Realm, to inform THEM, and 


the People of the Law of Go, and to make Hoſ- 
pitality, Alms, and other Works of CHARIT TC. 

And that Poſſeſſions of great Value were aſſigned 
to the Prelates and other People of the holy Church, 


to ſuſtain the Charge by the Kings and Nobles. 


And the Common Law made no other Proviſion 


for the Poor, who are Provided for out of this ge- 


neral and national Fund, till the Stata te of the oh of 0 


Queen Elizabeth. 


Indeed ſome Biſhops have been ſo charitable; as, 
Ss their own Sakes, to encreaſe this Fund, and 
what they received from the Church, have returned 


to it, to carry on the Jobb: Only for the Sons of 


the Clergy the Lay=men are alſo invited at the Lay- 


men's Coſt, With Fiddles, and a new Rehearſal. 


Pr. Morley, late Biſhop. of Minobeſter, gave 

50, 00 Pounds to Works of Charity, Eeb. H. Engl. 

45s: the late — London, Dr. Robinſon, gave 
21 to 
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to the poor Livings 3 the prelent Biſhop, nothing, 
that I know. 

John Witkhffe afirmed that the King and tem- 
poral Lords or Free-holders, might, lawfully, and 
meritoriouſly, take away the Temporals and the 
Goods of Fortune from Eccleſiaſtical Men, if they 
habitually abuſe them : 2 Cone. J. r Pryn. 4. 
In. 244. v0. 

The Primitive Conſtitution of the Church and 
the Intent of the Laws is the ſame, which accounts 
Alms to be a Divine Service, and what is done to 
the Poor, for God's Sake, to be done to God himſelf, 
which is the true Meaning of the Words, Deo & 
Ecclęſiæ, to God and the Church, often mentioned 
in ancient Grants and Chartularies, i. e. That they of 
the Church or Community to which ſuch Grants are 
made, ſhall hold the Land in Succeſſion, to be em- 
ploy” d in pure and perpetual Alms and Hoſpitality, or 
in Frank- almoign, as the Lawyers ſpeak, Co. Lit. 96. 
V. 2. Inſt. 2. Quod datum eſt Ecelgſiæ, datum eft Deo. 

To ſecure this Truſt, the Common Law did not 
commit it to any ſingle Perſon, or ſole Corporation; 
but veſted the Lands of the See in the Biſhop, Dean, 
and Chapter, thoſe Arch-deaconries and Prebendaries, 
in their reſpective Offices, the Biſhop, Dean, and 
Chapter: Thoſe of the Parſons and Vicars in 
their Patrons and Ordinaries: All theſe were to 
concur, to bind the Succeſſor, and to hold an even 
and equitable Mean between the Poſſeſſor, and him, 
who ſhould ſucceed : Therefore preſcribed a Rulgto 
jet their Eſtates, by cuſtomary Tenures now in dee, 
for their Lives, or twenty-one Vears, and not, even 
by Conſent, to go farther. 

But when the Statute of 32 Hen. 8. veſted! the 
Power in one, and enabled che ſingle Bodies above- 
named, (except Parſons and Vicars,) ſole and with- 
out others, to make Leaſes, though the Spirit and 
Intention vo THe: Ac gave? no more than the ordi- 
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' nary Power to Leaſe for three * or one and 
twenty Years, as it was at the Common Law, yet 


it was found to be too much to entruſt any ſingle 


Perſon, as the Act then ſtood : Devices were found 


out, now the Power was veſted in one, to evade and 


| deftroy that Tenure : Which ſhews that Power in 


one, Biſhop or whoſoever, may be apt to be ſtretched: So 
that long and unreaſonable Leaſes for Vears ſprung 
up for the Lucre of Large Fines, unknown to the 
Common Law, to the Loſs of the Succeſſors. 

But they were ſoon condemned by the diſabling 


Acts of the 1ſt and 13th of Queen Elizabeth, and 
brought to the old Practice of three Lives, or 


twenty-one Years: Therefore, there is nothing new 


in checking the exorbitant Avarice of Biſhops and 
over- grown Clergy. 


All their Revenues were 3 and the Di- 


lapidators or Spoilers of them were to forfeit their 


Office: Therefore the Church is ſaid to be infra Ata- 
tem, in the State of Infants, for of ſuch is the King- 


dom of Heaven; as conſiſting of Donatives; always 


Babies, and wanting the tendereſt Care: ** that the 


Common Law, the State, is the FarHER IN Gop of 


the Church: Its Guardian: Biſhops, Sc. are Mi- 
nors, in their Non: age, in Leading rings and Go- 


carts, but naughty Bantlings, and may want the 
Rod: As if the Guardian of an Infant commits waſte, 


he forfeits his Office; becauſe it is contrary to his 
Truſt. 2 Inf. 330, and 12 Jac. 1. Godbolt. 249. 
What Waſte and Dilapidation of Souls, the Living 
Stones and Temples of the Holy Ghoſl, are com- 
mitted by Biſhops! 

The, Legiſlator is Guardian, and Orter- ſer, their 
Biſhop, but, we hope, not ſuch as they are. 

In the 1 of Hen. 2. 4 Bill was brought 1 in, the. 
Effect of which was, That Lands devoutly given, 
and diſordinately ſpent or miſapplied by Religious 
and Spiritual Perſons, ſhould be ſeized into the King's 8 
Han + 
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Hands: That the ſame would ſuffice to maintain, 
for the Honour of the King, and Defence of the 
Realm, 15 Earls, 1500 Knights, 6200 *Squires, and 
100 Alms-H ouſes, for Relief of the Poor: And the 
King would have 20,000 Pounds beſides. 
The Dexterity of ſome Biſhop's-Men prevented 
the paſſing of that Bill: It ſhews, the Laity, who 
founded the Church, will not fit ſtill, and ſee its 


Eſtates miſapplied, or the Tenants tormented with 
heavy Fines and Exactions. 


This in Part ſhews the Difference of Eccleſiaſtical 
and Lay . | 


tn 


C H. A P. V. 


HE Revolition itſelf ſupplies us with various 

Topicks, that enervate the Title of theſe E- 
fares 
A A Complaint of Breach of Truſt, in the King, by 
| the Advice of wicked and corrupt Miniſters, was 
the original Cauſe of the Revolution; that was 
thought to have in it the Eſſence of an Abdication ; 
to break the Truſt repoſed in him by his ſuppoſed 
Compact with the People, was deemed to be a vir- 
tual Dereliftion of his Office, which was held on the 
Condition of his adhering to that Compact; and 
alſo to be a Forfeiture of his Crown; ſince it reverted 
to thoſe who gave it on that Condition, and His Title 
was extinguiſhed by his Miſmanagement. 
That is, the King was ſubject tothe General Laws 
and Sanctions. of the Conſtitution, and, ſince the King 
could do no Wrong, when, he did ens, he 88 
to Kühe 
So if a Biſhop * G5 wrong. he ceaſes to be : a Bi- 
oops it is a Term of Office: If he breaks the 7. raſh, 


© Gi bi &. 4 he 


tas) 


ba abdicates bis See, all the Spiritualities and Tem- 


poralities belonging to it: Renounces his Office, ab- 
dicates his Authority, and forfeits his Regalia and 
Eſtate, wWhech are only annex'd to the rightful Poſ- 
ſeſſion; and Exerciſe of his Function 
It is the ſame with any other Church- Officer; the 


| Character 13. not indelible, but Conditional, and Fi- 
 duciary, On Truſt, it is a Fidei-Commiſſum;a Depoſit: 


As Paul ſaid, O Timothy, keep that which is coms 
mitted to thy 7 ruſt; what that was, we are not die 
redly informed, but are zo infer. 7 

It would be a monſtrous Dippalitian; — a Kink: 
ſhould. loſe his Crown, by a Breach of Truſt, and a 


Prelate not loſe his Eſtate, by the like Tranſgreſſion: 


With this eſſential Difference: ſtill, that the Office 
of a King is veſted in him, by the reaſandble-Gcmu 
pact and Conſent of the Penne a Prelate's is not: 
is ſomething a- kin to nothing, in Nubibus, to 
which, at firſt, no rational Conſent was, or poſſibly 


could be, given. 


80 chat, ſtrictly, he beni what he had not, 
except de falio, in the mere Poſſeſſion only. 

The Breach of Truſt, on this Head, conſiſts in 
ſeveral Articles, and to be particular, in this, that 
their Eſtates were a Truf.tor Aims, and bee rand 
are not ſo diſpoſed of. n 

All their Local Powers and Rights in this Coun- 
try, were a Truſt. from the Prince, who, impru- 
dently and without the deliberate Option of his Peo- 
ple admitted them here, on the expreſs Condition, 
that they ſhould make uſe of no coercive Power, 


no Compulſion, in their Religious: Adminiſtrations, 


which they have done, which they have and do 
cdlaim to themſelves, as in their Juriſdiction, their 


Church- Government, Authority, their Spiritual 
Courts, Inhibitions, Excommunications, and the 
un F rame of their * This is a direct 


natorious 
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notorious Breach of Trad; and incurs che Forleiture 
of Eſtates and Emolunients;. 


They pretend alſo a Truſt from Chriſt: That was, 


if any, of Souls only, not of Temporals; and it was 


ſuſpended on one Condition, among many others, 


that they ſhould not teach for Doctrines the Com- 


mandments of Men, that they ſhould not make void 
the Commandments of God, by their Traditions, 


that they ſhould not exerciſe Authority, like the 


Kings of the Gentiles, much leſs, over Kings; that 
their Government as ſubordinate to his Kingdom, 
ſhould not be of this World, that they ſhould fol- 
low his Laws and Exam ple, that they ſhould not 
lay any other Foundation, but his, not betray his 
ſole Legiſlative Power, by aſſuming a diſtinct one, 
and one that oppoſes his, to themſelves; ; that they 
ſhould ſtand faſt in his Liberty, and not be en- 
tangled again in the Yoke of Bondage, either of 
22 /m, or of Paganiſm, many of whoſe AIG 
Rites and Ceremonies, they have received. 

This Truſt, from their Lord, or his Church, his 
faithful People, they have manifeſtly. violated, and 
incurred the Forfeiture. 

They have alſo broken the Truſt which was lodged 
in them by the People, by Engliſomen and Britons. 

Which Truſt from them, as Men, was, a rational 

and moral Guidance of their Minds and Actions, to 


a Conformity and Acceptance with God; not as 
blind Guides of the Blind, as ignorant Teachers of 


the Ignorant, by leading them captive to what is a. 
bove Reaſon, therefore cannot be proved Reaſonable, 


+ 
and what is often contrary to 1t: What determines 


their Minds and Wills by the irreſiſtible Force of an 
extraneous Agent, makes them, not Men, but Ma- 


chines, and ruins Vice and Virtue, by making their 3 


Actions and Souls not to be their W n. 
They have likewiſe broke their Truſt in the Re- 
lation of Ts and Britons, by ſetting up a 
. 


fo 
A 
Its 
W 
P 
Cl 
n 
1 
F 
t 
. 
c 

( 

{ 


— 


(49) 

foreig n Jariſdiaion, and introducing here a foreign 
Amboy: not of the Growth of this Land, or of 
its Laws, but Exotic, againſt the Spirit of the Oath, 
which oppoſes the Acknowledgement of any foreign 
Power; Authority, or Juriſdiction : and againſt the 
Genius of our Laws, which is jealous: of the En- 
croachment of Strangers and Foreigners to the Com- 
monwealth of our Iſrael. | 

Regeneration is à Term of the Jewiſh. 7 e 
Law, it meant, being Naturalixed to the Rights of 
Fews, or a Kind | New-Birth from the State of 
the Gentiles, or of Nature and Natural Religion: 
So that it was rather being unnaturalized; and it is 
directly avowing that Scheme to be foreign, out of 
our Nation, into which it admits Britons, We were 
thought and called Foreigners to that, which there- 
fore was foreign to us; Baptiſin was the Cere mony 
of that Naturalization: as Bathing was the Cere- 
mony of making Knights of the Bath; and as a Tap 
on the Shoulder with the Sword is a Ceremony of 
making other Knights to ght under tbe Banner of 
the Maker. 5 

In ſuch Points, they. have broke the: Truſt, and 
incurred the Forfeiture. 

They are bound to prove the Birth of Chriſt as 
nicely as it has been required to prove the Birth of 
the Pretender: They have taken upon themſelves 
the Onus Probandi of this, and of all their Aſſertions; 
they cannot throw this upon the State, for they pre- 
tend to be original Governors of the Church, and 
Teachers L. thoſe Lay-People that compoſe the 
State; they have e directed, preached, 
prompted, adviſed, the whole Sytem: It lies at 
their Door. 

And farther, whether they have claimed to bo 
dependent or independent of the Seate, der have 
ae 3 19 _ 
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If Independent, by that they avow, that they have 
nothing to do with the State, or the State with them, 
as to - Eſtates or Secular Powers; therefore have no 
Pretenſions on the Civil Magiſtrate, nor can, of 
Right, complain, if he takes away their Secular Pro- 
fits; they are independent; | 

If Dependent, they are ſubject to the like Quali- 

fcations of Office and Authority with others, and 
incur the like Deprivations and Diſabilities. 
King William, our Deliverer, was a Dutchman: 
In Holland, the Calviniſt Church there is paid by the 
State; what Exception can our Prelates, who are 
properly Calviniſts, according to the thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles, alledge againſt the like Oeconomy here? 

Calvin was much concerned in Modelling the 
Church of England, and now the Whig-Biſhops, as 
ſuch, by their Principles of Moderation, in the Cha- 
racer of Low-church-men, cannot decently object 
to the Inſtitution of a Calvinian Church, which to 
them is the moſt conſiderable, the molt i important 
of our ſpiritual Allies, the Church of our political 
Saviour and to us a kind of Civil Meſſiah. 

At the Reformation, the Biſhops and Clergy ab- 
dicated, renounced, Popery, their Eſtates are chiefly 
of Popiſh F oundation, and entirely of that Model 
and therefore are, in effect, already abdicated by 
them: Eſpecially as they were ſettled for Popith 
Ules, and for thoſe only, with Imprecations and Ana- 
themas to the contrary : They are not fond of be- 
ing obnoxious to Curſes and Anathemas, but natu- 
rally deſirous of putting away the accurſed Thing 
far from the midſt of them. 

They cannot object, that the Church would be 
in danger, for the Church is the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth; which never can be in Danger; and, as 
to the Security of the Church's being Perpetual, in 
the Words, for ever, and always, and the like, 
inſerted in the Statutes, that cannot be depended 


upon, * 


( 


upon, for the Church of Rome was rather more en- 
fured by Magna Charta, and other Laws, yet has 
been abdicated: And the Law of Moſes was promiſed 


to be eternal, yet is changed by the Goſpel, (though 
retained by Chriſtians: ) Perpetually is conditionally fo, | 


ex Hypothef,, i. e. if it ſhall be politically conve ni- 
ent, which is one Reaſon that Biſhops purſue the 
Court, intriguing with all thateven remotely belong 
to it, to keep off an Enquiry. 

There is another Breach of Truſt, chargeable upon 
ther, that they break their own Canons and Laws: 
As, in one Caſe, in not reading twice a Year Mag- 
na Charta, in their Cathedrals, (and many . other 
Inſtances, ) as the Statute requires. 

And they add Laws of their own, in uidiboang 


written or printed Articles and Rules for Viſitations, 


Confirmations, Ic. contrary to the Statutes, by 
which they may be in a Prænunire. 
In France, the Revenues of the Clergy are con- 


fl dered among the Finances, which adds to and cor- 


roborates the ; Argument drawn from the Practice of 
King William's Church, and amounts to a Catholick; 

or Univerſal Conſent, that the Treaſurer, who is 
the People's Officer in the Super- intendance of their 
Caſh and Subſtance, is the Supreme 'Biſhop under 
the King, has a right and incumbent Obligation to 
diſpoſe of their Revenues. 

It cannot be pleaded, that this wolld cut them 


to the Quick, and reduce Lawn-Sleeves, and Pud- 


ding-fleeves to a State of Querpo, or political Cir- 
cumciſion, for a Biſhop allows the Clergy as little as 
He can, in all Refp As, and the ſuperiour Clergy 
do the like to the Inferior, eſpecially the poor Cu- 
rates, Readers, and Subalterns, who deſerve the 


| moſt, by their Labour and Attendance; therefore, 


this 1s a direct and formal Improvement of the Quer- 
po Scheme, which is their own Creature : They tear 


all from the Backs of the Laity and Lower Clergy, 
G 2 and, 
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and, if in return, they bring all upon their own 
Backs, it is Arte perire ſud— With what Meaſure 
you mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. 

Archbiſhop | Tillotſon preached ſome very go 
i Sermons on Reſtitution, as an indiſpenſable Article 
4 of true Repentance, that we ought to reſtore what 
Wo has been obtained from others; in a leſs direct Man- 

5 ner that Doctrine is now preached by that Eloquent 
0 9 and Reaſoning Primate to the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
1 and Over- grown Clergy, of the preſent 1 Times; It 
is not a Reſtitution, or Reſtoration, in a Civil View 
(which might in his Opinion prevent this, ) but a 
Spiritual, that is enforced by that Great Metropo- 
litan, which agrees to the preſent purpoſe. 
This Revolution of abdicating Biſbops, Sc. TY 
be effected with greater Facility, than the Aldica- 
tion of King James: One conſiderable Deſerter, on 


— —ꝛ—— IK ——ů—ů2 2 


—— —— 


f np 2 2H — — — == 
—— — — — — _— — —— — — — — == === = 
= —— = FE ——— = 5 < 
—— — — — —ẽ —— 8 - 
4 EOS ———ů—ů— — —-— ER — od —— ³ k q 7 —- 
— 


—— — — m — 


1 | Principle, might bring it to bear, the Britiſo World 
if is prepared for it, the Britiſh. Neceſſities require it; 
ms a rough Shake has been given to the Prelates, and, 
1 as Mr. Boyle remark'd on 5 — — s Life, one Shake 


1 more would demoliſh them: The Cry is vp, the 

1 Eyes of all are open. | 
1 This Point ought to be purſued, by Indudtion, 

Wks of all the Archbiſhopricks, Biſhopricks, and ſpurt: 

N tual Promotions: We have N Kings, Popes, 

"WIR. Sc. have numerous Precedents, and leaving Biſhops 

to their own Fate would be a Merit Kal, TACT, that: of 
quitting a King or a Miniſter of State. 

In Sum, thoſe Eſtates were given to, chat 15 
ſome way, under ſome Pretence, obtained for God 
and the Church; The Church of England is the 
Company of the Faithful, diſperſed or refs 
over the Land: Charity i is the 5 Duty, beyond 
Faith; the firſt Charity is to the Houſhold of ] aith, 
1 the true Owners of thoſe Eſtates: and Powers; the 
1 | next to the. Church; the Nation, the People; the 
8 F n are the Rational and Moral, the true Pa- 

triots : 


3 TTY 


but of Supplies, and B 


"Ta, 


| wiats-: The Church is Poor, it owes more than it 


can pay, beſides Taxes of all Sorts: It is almoſt 
== but does not yet run away, becauſe we ſtand 
by one another; each ſays, in drinking, I'll pledge 
vou; Ill be your Bail, your Guarantee: We are 


Security for one another, againſt Bond, Judgment, 


and Execution: Our Goods go of themſelves to 
the Brokers every Year ; ſo that theſe [Eſtates for 


| God. and the Poor, are next for the Nation; the 
Lord (the Peor Who repreſent him) has need of 


them: He has not now need of an A, a Biſhop; 
iſhops are only Stemards or 


Guardians for the Church, which is mow of Age to 
account with them. | 


"O- Author of the, Coluy, Mat thiburatpriVd:to 


| the Canon Law, and to Popery? To them thou 
ſhalt go: One is a/ Forgery, and the? ſuppoſed true, 


agaimtt thee: Popery was not thought Law in this 


Country, but treaſonable; and we will avail our- 


ſelves of thy Conceſſion, that che Common and 

Canon Laws are centrary to each other. 
O Author of the Jryul of tbr Witneſſes; haft fs 
pealed to the Evidence of the Common Law? 


We demand that ape for every Sarda * thy 


Religion.) T6 21 
We demand, that ye 3 par” dbb a Vas 


luable Conſi deration for your Eſtutes ; if none, they 
are void in Law: God's Acceptance may be obtain- 


ed without your Religion: And if it ſfould happen 
to be a Sin to believe you, and act by your Precepts, 
a Man may be damned for it. 


Luther appeal'd from Fopery lofalibilty, Error, 


Church- Authority, Canon-Law, from the Inſpira- 
tion and Revelation of the Church, to Right Reaſon, 


and Divine, that is, moral Duty, as far as he could 
adjuſt it: He was a- Reformer, there is no other 


uitipate drann of nn 
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( 34 ) 

Lex non cogit ad impoſſibilia, the Law does not 
compel to Impoſſibilities: Biſhops compel to them, 
by inſiſting on a Belief of, an Aſſent to a Text, an 
Inſpiration, a Tradition, which it is impoſſible to 
prove by Common-Law Evidence : And which, if 
admitted, muſt” deftroy Free-Agency, and with 
that, all Morality and Religion, in Courſe : Leav- 
ing the Civil State, either with the Religion of Right 
Reaſon, which 1s a Conformity. to the Divine At- 
tributes, the Perfection of Religion, or without any 
Religion at all, and introducing National Atheiſm, 
with all its Conſequences ; of which the Spiritual 
Impoſers or Impoſtors will be the Criminals. 5 

According to Chriſt's own Doctrine (which is all 
that Chriſtians ſtrictly have to do with, for the Apoſtles 
were not Legiſlators, much leſs others from them) 
he was, if the Father pleaſed, to come in that Age: 
That Generation was not to paſs till all was fulfilled ; 
he was to come ſoon, quickly, in a little while : They 
are his own Words: Lo, I am with you always to 
the End of the Age, euavog, not the End of the World, 
as it is knaviſhly interpreted to make the Hierarchy, 
and its Eſtates perpetual ; therefore after that Gene- 
ration, they could have no Authority, much lefs a 
Title to Eſtates and Powers 1800 Years after, or to 


the World's End, which may be as long before it 


happens, as ſome ſay, it was, before it commenced : 
If they begin to call any to account for theſe En- 
quiries, they may find as many Perſons diſpoſed by 
Degrees to call them to Account, from Arſt to laſt; 
it is a pretty long Reckoning: Lutber's firſt Stroke 
met with Patrons, by Degrees. Truth alone is the 


Church, that is built on the Rock of Ages, againſt 


which the Gates of Hades, that is, the Incidents of 

Mortality, ſhall not prevail: Right Reaſon is the 
only Guide to Truth; therefore they are the Church, 
they are the infallible everlaſting Goſpel, they are 
Chriſtianity, and Revelation: Even Penn, the 


Quaker, 


s  W k. n 9 
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(33. 
Quaker, has ſhewn this: Theſe at the Bottom are 
the Quaker's Principles, as they Are of every wiſe 


and Honeſt Man ; this was, really, the Patriarchal 


Religion, to be reſtored on the Abolition of Paga- 


niſm and Judaiſm ; the Hierarchy is Pagan and Fu- 
diacal, and to give Way to the Evangelical Church 


of Reaſon and Virtue, the Image of God, and the 


Proper Heaven of an intelligent Being : Theſe will 
coſt little, but they are Pearls of great Price in them- 
ſelves ; worth more than two eccleſiaſtical Millions, 


and ought to Save the 0 which is a TRUE 


Sara ION, 
For Salvation meant 8 * ſuch Evils 


as God threatned to the Jews, for their Sins againſt 
the Law, which were Temporal, implying a Tem- 


poral Meſſiab. Wrath to come meant thoſe Evils to 
come in this Life. The World to come, the World 
under the Meſſiah, to come in this Life. Heaven 


meant either the Air, or any Place where God fa- 


vourably is, or promiſed to be, The Kingdom of 
Heaven meant the Time and Place of the * 
or Reign of the Meſſiabh in this Life; ſuppoſed to 
be promiſed by God. Eternal Life meant the State 
of continual Living free from the temporal Puniſh- 


ment of Sin in this Life, threatned by God to the 
Jews in the Law of Moſes. Damned meant con- 
| demu'd by the Law to thoſe Puniſhments. ) Jude- 


ment meant God's inflicting ſuch Puniſhments here, 
and calling Men to Account. Day of Judgment 
meant the Time when that was to be : Chrijt ſaid, 

as ſuppos' d, the Father only knew it; that is, God 
knows when, which any might reveal. Refurre&ion 


was Phariſaiſm from Pagan Philoſophy, preached 


by Paul, from. the Phariſees. Hell meant any dark 
Place, Priſon,” Dungeon, Grave, or the Valley of 
Hinnon, where Bodies were burnt, or the Place 
where melted Lead was poured down the Throat of 
of a temporal Malefactor, call'd Combuſto Anime, on 
t 1 Keke a . | 


—_— ——_— - — — Fa 0 * 
rr —— r 
== — «. — — * * - — 


= > — 2.4 > — — 
— p eo — 
— —— —¾— — —— —— 
— Arr.. 
CIT * = "2 WT — 
— 8 8 .. 4 


A&) 
the burning of his Soul, or Life away, called by 


Chriſt, killing, the Soul: This is Scripture, / Lord 


Lierbert and others have proved, that God, Re- 
E and a future State, were known by Rea- 

They are ſuppos'd in the Bible, not revealed 
there: And Immortality «plepoiz meant, that the 


Bodies of thoſe, who were alive at the Coming of 


the Maſiab in this World, ſhould be preſerved free 
from Diſſolution by Fire, or the ſame as Eternal 
Life, or never puniſhed , by Fire here, &c. The 
Preachers who teach otherwiſe forfeit their ah as 


Incapacitared by Ignorance, or - 
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4 New Diſcourſe on the Elements of. 8 one 
Religion of a Man, à Gentleman, and an 
_ Engliſhman ; and the Tryal of the preſent 
Religion before an Englidh Ning and Far- 


liament. 
To the Law and to the TEST IMO Y ; 
Propoſitions of Law. 


HE true e Principlesof the Common Tawof Eng- 

land rightly argu'd and apply*d, are the ſame 

with thoſe of the Common or Univerſal Law and 
Rule of Rational Nature Divine, and Human, 
nothing can alter, improve, tranſcend, or diſpenſe 
with them, though the Practice may happen to-vary, 
which ought, therefore, always to be recall'd to 


the Eternal Standard of thoſe Principles; or, there 
will be no Standard at all, no Rule, no Maxims or 


1 na certain Evidence or -Obligatian .. of 


* 


ne 
an 


(49) 
Law, which is abſurd, and will ſubvert all Juri 
diftion : For, 

Furiſdiftion is the Speaking, the Decree, the De- 
termination of Right, which is Truth and Justice, 
Righteouſneſs, Reftitude, the Teſt of all Moral Per- 
fection, inveſtigated, diſcover d, and eftabliſh'd by 
RREASONW: And, 

The Common-Law 1s, and is, with one Voice, 


_ affirm'd by all the learned and renown'd Profeſſors 
of it, to BE no other than Pure and Tryed Reaſon, 


the Adſolate Perfection of Reaſon, the Ground where- 
of is beyond Memory or Regiſter, older than the 
Creation, for it was in the Attributes of God ; it is 
not only grounded on his Law, but is his Law, 
and what contradicts its Principles, is not nor can 
be admitted, as the Law of God ; it extends itſelf 


to the original Law: of Nature, and the univerſal 


Law of Nations ; z ab origine, it is not Lex Scripta, 
not a Written Law, not any Scripture : for not the 
Writing, but the Reaſon and the Equity are the 


Foundations of its general and eſſential Authority: If 


Maxims of Law admit of any Difference, thoſe are 
to be prefer'd which carry with them the moſt per- 
felt and excellent Reaſon ; 

It is the very Life of the Law: What is oppoſite 
to it is unlawful ; and when the Reaſon of the Law 
ceaſes, the Law itſelf generally does, and always ought 


-zo ceaſe : becauſe it is the Baſis of all of them : 


Hence a Cauſe or Judgment was called Ratio, and 


ponere ad Rationem is to cite one to appear in Fudg- 
ment: And a Garment worn by the Pope and 
Biſhops, (they were and are the fame,) was called, 


Rationale, as a Token of the higheſt Virtue, que 


ratione & gratid perficitur : i. e. their Authority was 


ſuppog d, taken for granted, to be reaſonable; and 
| Reaſon and Grace were thought to concur ; fo that, 
if they want Reaſon they want Grace, have no Di- 
vine or Humane proper L in the Eye of 
"the Principles Hour. Law: 


H The 


(50) 


The Maxim, Summa: ratio eſt, que pro Reliniane 
facit, and the like, it is the higheſt Reaſon that makes 
for Religion, implies, that Religion which is favour d 
by the Law to be reaſonably receiv'd, that there is 
not Error, Falſhood, Fallacy, want of due Tryal and 
Examination, and Conſent, otherwiſe that very Max- 
im will condemn it, for Corruptio optimi eft Peſſima ; 
what is beſt, if corrupted, is worſt of all, 

And it is a Rule, that the Juri ſdiction of the Ee. 
 Aefiaſtical Law, or the Laws of Religion, ought to be 
BOUNDED by the Common Law, jade'd, limited, 
reſtrain d, contreul'd, determin d, over-rul'd by it: 
The Principles of the Common Law are the Touch- 
ſtone of thoſe of Religion; it is the ſuperior Law; 
what is admitted as the poſitive Law of God muſt 
be conformable to the Common Law Foundations, 
or is not the Law of God, nor, to be held as ſuch: 
Canons, Revelation, Scripture, Declarations or 
Caſes relating to Infidels, Faith, Chriſtianity, In- 
ſpiration, c. muſt not be againſt this Common Law: 
If fo, they are null, void, and unlawful ; Reaſer is 
above al! poſitive Laws and Cuſtoms; that is, the 
Law of Reaſon is that true Law of God, which 
tries all pretended Cuſtoms and poſitive Laws of 
God impos'd by Man; Statutes, much more Ca- 
nons, are made only in Aid of the Common Law; 
and the Judges interpret them by the Reaſon of the 
Common Law; all unreaſonable Statutes and Cuſtoms 

are void, not Statutes, nor Cuſtoms : 
Magna Charta was declaratory of the Common 
Law, all Laws againſt it are void; it was built on 
the Lacy of Reaſth or Nature, and the Saxon Laws, 
which were de plano; Our Conſtitution is Gothic, 
_ Anglo-Saxon and the Saxon King Erhelbert was, as 
aà Truſtee of his People, obliged, firſt, to have ob- 
tained the. rational deliberate Conſent of his People, 
before he admitted a poſitive Religion here, bringing 
along with it a foreign oppoſite Juri ſdictiun; the Com- 
mon Law being unfavourable to Aliens, that are Ad- 
; ver ſaries, 
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ver ſaries, and to all foreign Authority or Pre-emb- 


nence : And it is a Rule, that Reaſon is above all 


poſitive Laws whatever : 


The Profeſſors of the Law, who lay down theſe 
Principles, are too numerous to be all recited ; in 
particular Plowden, in his Caſe: of Mines, f. 316. a. 
Coke, Inſt. par. 2. p. 179. Coke, Reports, Pref. to 
Book the 8th. Elleſmere's Diſcourſe of the Poſt- 
nati, f. 32, 33. Bratton, 1. 1. Fleta, Proem. Com. 
Jur. Angl. Wingate's Maxims of Law. Coke Litil. 


97, 183. Walfingh. 88. Wood's Inſt. &c. 


Reaſon 1s the Judge, the Interpreter and the 


Check of Statutes, much more of Religion, of Par- 


haments, and even of the Succeſſion to the Crown; 
for Statutes have been made, though not agreed on ; 
many things agreed on have been omitted in the 
Statute ; a Statute has been made, to which the 
Commons have not aſſented; and to which the 
Lords and Commons have not aſſented: The Re- 
volution and Succeſſion are void, if RE ASON be not 


= Law : For otherwiſe, there being no Parliamen- 


tary Form of Writs of Summons to the Convention, 
King William could not be King, nor therefore, his 


Preſent Majeſty. 


A Biſhop, Author of the Tryal of the Wi tneſſes, 
Juſtifies our putting the Caſe in the Whole, or in any 
Part, whether ReveaPd Religion in general, or any- 
Mode of it, or of Chriſtianity, except Rational 
Chriſtianity, that is, the Religion of Right Reaſon, 
and of the Common Law, as above, was, or could 
be, reaſonably ad weed by King Ethelbert, xy 
King of England. 

Let us — a Mi onary from a Biſhop, cbr 


before an Aſſembly of a King and his Council, or 


Parliament, or before a Judge or Fury, demanding, 
as from God, Faith in this Article, for inſtance, 
2 was conceived by the n Ghoſt, and born 
of tne Virgin Mary. 
. is an obligatory Aſſent to a Propoſition,'on 
2 ee e i 
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competent Teſtimony enjoin'd by a Law of God 


ſufficiently promulged. 
The aforeſaid Propoſition contains a Matter of 
Fact to be duly atteſted by full Divine and Human 
_ Evidence of Law, without doubt. 

The Miſſionary is a Man, and at firſt, appears no 
more to come from God, then the reſt of the Com- 

an 

1 He muſt pretend to prove his Matter of Fact by 


proper Teſtimony, of Writings, Eye- tas Reports, 


or a Miracle, or Propheſy. 


The Date of Time of that F aft muſt be evinc d, and 
all-the Circumſtances. 


As for Eye-witneſſes, he has none to produce. — 


He is not his own Evidence: His Writings muſt 
be authentic, genuine, original Records of the Date 


of that Time; truly preſerved in ſome Court of 


Record ; the Church he comes from, ſets up to be 
a Court of Record, a Fudicature, for it pretends to 
Autherity, and to keep the Records of the Mord of God. 

He has no Writings of the Date of that time to 


ſhew: Or of leſs than 100 Years. after, at leaſt: 


For there is no Hiſtory of Chriſt, in his Life-time, 
that ſhews there ever was ſuch a Perſon or till 100 
Years after his Birth ſuppos'd: 


He has no Originals of the New Tatamens they 


are loſt: He has no Records, qualified, AS above, 


to produce: 

The Date of Time cannot be proved, jure Di- 
vino, nor by certain Human Evidence: 

There are different Computations of the Vears 
from the Creation to Chriſt, and from him down- 
wards; three or four Years Difference between the 
Dionyſian and the Fulgar Ara: And more between 
the Calculation of Zoſephus and that of the Goſpel: 
And if he was born in the Days of King Herod, who 
kill d the Innocents, he was not born at all, for the 


Fact of Herod's killing the Innocents is not well at- 


teſted it ſelf, and Herod was dead, before Chriſt was born: 
4 ae 


(33) 

No Heathen or Jewiſh Author mentions Crit, 
fil above 100 Years after his ſuppos'd Birth: Which 
is too late, and they are no Competent Teſtimony. | 

As for Report or Hear-ſay, it is too vague and in- 

definite, to amount to Judicial Evidence of the Fact: 
Nothing is more : uncertain, than Rumour, and 
thoſe Times abound with Fable and F orgery, both 
of Jews and Chriſtians : 
An Engliſb King, Parliament, Court -or Jury, 
muſt think, that Politicians, and Courtiers, as 
Church Governors eſſen tially are, (for their Church is 
a Court,) and Men in a Party-Intereſt, as their 
Church is, will inſtruct their Miffionaries accordingly, 
and the Preſumption will rather lye againſt them, 
that God did not ſend them, but ſome body elſe: 

So that the Holy Envoy muſt pretend to prove 
by ſome Miracle; that he came from God, and muſt 

ſpeak true: That is, it is a Miracle, if it be true, 
or thought ſo: But no King, Parliament or Jury, 
can, by any Legal Evidence, judge, what a Di- 
vine Miracle neceſſarily is: Men may be ſaid 
to work Miracles, that did not come from God: 
And Miracles are Arguments, not to certain Know- 
ledge, but to Doubt, (which contradicts full Aſſu- 
rance of Faith,) or to Ignorance: For a Miracle is an 
Object of Wonder, which is built upon Ignorance: 
And: there is ſo much Latitude in judging” of final 
Cauſes, Truth of Fatts, Meral Intentions, Powers of 
Nature, Pretences of Impoſtors, that no Special Evi- 
dence of Law can be ailedged, on this Point, to 
form a proper judicial Determination. Since Satan 
may be an Angel of Light, and work lying Won- 
ders, ſo may Anti-Chriſt: 

They will naturally think too, that if God thought 
a Revelation neceſſary, He, being every where, 
would {peak himſelf to the Parliament or Fury, and 
not make uſe of an Attorney, or a Deputy; who, 
very likely, comes on his own Errand, or is em- 


pioy'd to bite their Heads off: 
5 As 
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(34) ps 

As yet, all is dark : At laſt he quotes ſome Pro- 
pheſy, but, perhaps, his Maſter made it: For the 

rophets were ordered to ſpeak, not commonly to 
write: And we have no Records of them: But 
doubtful Teſtimonies, that require other Teſtimo- 
nies, and ſo on, ad infinitum, to adjuſt them: 

And the Fact cannot be proved true by the 
Propheſy, becauſe the are is to be proved true 
by the Fact as its Accompliſhment ; fo that it is a 
Circle in Argument, and Sh the Queſtion: And 


if what ſome very Chriſtian Divines od be true, 
that God does not foreſee future Contingencies, be- 


cauſe only what is certain can be the Object of certain 
Knowledge, there can be no ſuch thing as Prophely : 
Here good King Ethelbert, his Counſellors, Judges 


and Jury ſtick, and they, and the Heavenly Courier 


are, reciprocally, at Gape:ſtare; no Evidence of 


Law, that God ſent this Ambaſſador. 


But, He may be by Common Law, an Impoſior, = 
and as ſuch, puniſhable : 

Now, as there can be no Obligation to Faith, 
which is an Aſſent upon Teſtimony of a Matter of Fact, 
without proper Teſtimony, ſo if there be any Sta- 
tutes or prevailing Maxims of Law againſt Infidels, 


they are to be conſider'd as Error, with Submiſſion, 


if the Teſtimony as the only efficient Cauſe and Ground 
of Faith, cannot be produc'd: And Biſhops, 
claiming from ſuch as ſugeſted thoſe Laws and 


Maxims, are accountable to bring that T eftimony be- 
fore the Court: 


If that Text be alledged, what part bath he that 
telieveth with an Infidel; ? 2 Cor. vi. 1 g. that Book 
ought to be prov'd, by Evidence of Common Law 
(Which! is Reaſon, and every Engliſhman's Birth-Right, 
Antecedent and Superior to all written or Scriptural 
Laws, and over-ruling all of them,) to have been 
written by St. Paul, that we have his Original, or 
a true Copy; and that it is the Word of God, not 


Of Man: 


It 


non compos, &c. 2 Cor. xii. 
and xix. 9. 2 Cor. xii. 2. Are 24. &e. 


(35) 


It ought to be ſhewn, in Law, who is a Believer, 


and who an Infidel; whether an Infidel is not one 


Unfaithful, who breaks his Truſt, a Truſtee of the 


People who violates his Compact, and commands 4 


Religion contrary io Reaſon : 

There are many more Exceptions, to the Caſe of 
an Infidel, in Law and Goſpel; Belief, which is in 
the Heart, is not cognizable in Law, nor, therefore, 


is Infidelity - Zews, who are called Inſidels, are not 
now-deem'd, Perpetui Inimici; Infidels in the re- 
ſpective Times of Chriſt, of the Apoſtles, of this or 
that Age or Sect, of Pope 
of this Age, Sc. differ in Conſtruction of Law it- 
ſelf, as well as in other Lights; Peter declar d an 
Infidel, Cornelius, accepted by Cad, who has #09 
Reſpett of Perſons, but the Ri gebs, in any Na- 
tion: Biſhops may be Infidels in Speculation and 


ry, of the Reformation, 


Practice: All this requires a Diſcourſe: As alſo do 


the Exceptions to Paul's Evidence, as an 1 


Head of a rebellious Faction, a ma fionary, frigmatiz'd, 
Als xxvi. 19. — 


In all Caſes, where the Scriptures! or the Bible 
are urg d, there muſt be Aver ment of Certainty what 


they are: For the Bible read in Churches is not the 


Bible order d by the Canons . 160g, nor that of the 


309 Articles. 


And as to Inſpiration, it is not onthe by 
any Court, being an internal Impręſſion on the 
Mind; unleſs it may mean | Reaſon itſelf, or the 
Rational Soul, given to Man at the ſame time with 
the Breath of Life inſpired into him, and this is the 


only poſſible Common Law Notion of it: Otherwiſe, 


by neceſſitating the Thought and Will, it deſtroys 
 Free- Agency, and therefore all Religion, Vi irtue, So- 


ciety, and Government. And one Text ſnews, what 


Inſpiration is, the WIxp bloweth, where it liſteth, 


and thou canſt'not tell, whence it cometh, and whi- 
ther it goeth, ſo is every one that is born of the 


SPIRIT 3 3 


( 56 ) 

Sp1RIT; i. e. it is like WI dtp, a FLArus, 4 Purr; 
Spirit, M, Ruach, in Hebrew is WIV D: a Father 
of the Church, Dr. Swift, has made ſuch * 41 
or in- loten, oll Is rs: The Spirit of God, Gen. i 
3. meant a ſtrong Wind ; and it came on the Apoſtles; 
it has Blot ſome People Profit: And if it would 
-ſerve them, as Job's Wind did his Houſe, others 
would be profited in earneſt : 

When the Antient Gosen - Eat and Statute- 
Law interfere, the Common-Law ſhall be prefer'd; 
therefore when Reaſon and Revelation interfere, 
Reaſon ſhall be prefer d: Coke, 1 Inftit. 115. 
Where a Statute gives a Remedy to a Miſchief 
or Defect, it ſhall be preſum'd, there was none be- 
fore at Common-Law, and the Reaſon of the latter 
interprets the former: Vaughan 179. 2 Iuſt. gor. 
Ram. 191. 335. 3 Rep. 7. therefore, if the Com- 
mon-Law, if Reaſon, had before a Remedy, as to 


Salvation, Acceptance with God, Order in the State, 


and other pretended Advantages of Revelation, the 
* Statute is uſeleſs, void, and of no Efficacy, becauſe 
not neceſſary. This will cut off all the Pleas from 
Statutes and Canons, relating to poſitive Religion, 
if the Remedy pre-exiſted at Common-Law : 
The Intent of the Legiſlators is a Rule in the Con- 
ſtruètion of Statutes,” they intended right Reaſon, 
Truth, Juſtice; if Revelation contradicts them, it 
contradicts the Intention. of the Legiſlators; it was 
not their [tention to eſtabliſh and enact Falſbood, 
Inconſiſtency, Immorality; therefore True Rational and 
Moral Society, is the only Church and Religion, by 
Law eſtabliſhed, in he Intention of the Legiſlators. 
In the Eye of the Common Late, the only Bible 
and Scripture, are the Rational and Moral Texts, or 
ſuch as admit that Uſe, ſo far only; Eternal Righte- 
ouſneſs, Juſtice, and Truth, upright Honeſty, the 
Right of the Caſe, and the 'Reaſon of the Thing, 
muſt always govern the Senſe of Scriptural Ex- 
preſſions: For Juſtice and Righteouſneſs bn the 
| ame 


* 


TIF" 


ſame in Heaven as they are, upon Earth; and if 
the Notion of it was not the ſame in both Places, 
it would be vain to tell us, that God is juſt and 
righteous, for we could not tell what that meant; 
and. more vain to bid wo like him in thoſe Di- 
vine Perfections, if we not know them, when 
we ſee them. Therefore the Common Law, which 


is the moſt perfect Reaſon and Juſtice, in its Prin- 


ciple, is the beſt and the only Divinity, and an- 


ſwers all the Ends of any ſort of Theology. or Re- 


ligion, natural or pretended to be reveal d. Loyalty 
is Legality, by Law, Reaſon; Devotion is to be 


devoted to the Practice of it, Books and Forms of 


Devotion may be needleſs, ſuperſtitious, and worſe: 
To be Godly is to be Godlike, which is, to be Ra- 
tional. Piety is Duty, this is the whole Duty of 


Man. Reaſon is all in Controverſy; it is the whole 


Text of God, the Scripture of Truth, written on the 
Heart: It is Lagos, Cbriſt's Name, the Word of 
God, and was it duly practiſed, no other Law would be 


| requiſite; we know nothing of God but his Attributes, i 


which are ſum'd up in Two Words, Right Reaſon. 

In a Preface to a Codex, one who has ruined 
Chriſtianity, the Church, and his Reputation, by 
ſetting up for an Ecclefs aſtical Politician, (every 


Man has not a Genius for a Scaramouc he,) tells us, 


< that there is a Common Law. Spiritual, that Eccle- 
« ſiaſtical Matters ought to be interpreted by Eccle- 
< ſaſtical Rules, that thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Laws were 
© made about the Matters they contain, that the 
* Deſign of thoſe Statutes was. to ſtrengthen thoſe 
* Church-Laws, not to drag them into the Channel 
of the Common. Law TxMPORAL, which is ux- 
© NATURAL to them, and in which it is impalſible 
for them to thrive.. 

But the RR As Ox of the Common 174 was prior to, 
and over-rules, all- Cuſtoms, Canons, Statutes, and 
Poſitive Laws, whatever, which deſtroys the Codex- 


Principle: This Biſhop confeſſes a Contrariety, an 


n RALNESS,. of one to the other, hari 
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for that as for the Bible; Revel ation and Popery may 


(38 ) 


he annihilates his Common Law Spiritual, ſince even 


a Statute is not Law, if it contradicts the Rxason 
of the Common Law, much leſs the fabulous Tradi- 
tions of the Church, called by Him, the Common 
Law Spiritual: Habetis Confitentem Reum; let the 
Codex and its Friends beware of a Premunire or 
Conſtructive Treaſon, in giving us a Revolution-Pope, 
And Whig-Cardinals; in all contradictory Religions, 


as in Propoſitions, but one can be true; that of Re- 


velation, if contradiftory to Reaſon, is falſe: And 
the Religion of Reaſon, is the one only true Religion 
of the Conſtitution, becauſe, of the Common Law, 


whoſe Principles are its Law : this is the only Church 


by Law eſtaòliſped, de jure, in the Intention of the 
Legiſlature, and by the Eccleſiaſtical Authority's be- 
ing bounded by the Common Law : 3 
This explains the Clauſes in Statutes, of Canons 
obliging, when they are not contrary to the Laws 
of the Land: Reaſen, the Soul of the Laws, de- 
termines them, and Canons, on a Religion, inca- | 
pable of Common Law Evidence, are contrary to the 
Laws of the Land; it is our Birth-right to inſiſt on 
Common Law Evidence: © 1 1 
The Title, Holy Bible, was made by Man, not 
Cod; nor did God collełt or make that Syſtem : there 
is a Hiſtory & it, by Mr. Szackhoufe ; ſome tell us, 
wisa Free- thinting Book, in producing Objections 
which he has not anſwered, if fo, it may be freely 
thought upon, and either he could not, or would not, 
anfwer them: If he could not, he makes it an unholy 
Bible; which is a very ſhort Hiſtory of it: If he would 
not, it is the ſame: But then, he is an Anti- 
Seripturiſt himſelf, and refutes his own Book 


about Anti Scripturiſts: and we don't doubt, but 


Biſhops and Clergy will explain themſelves cut 
of the Bible, on occaſion, as dextrouſly as they have 
out of the Pope”s Supremacy, (or any Point. that 
Finches them,) though they object to Principles, 
Infidels, Schiſm and Hereſy; for Tradition is as good 


1 


- 


1 


de müch the ſame: and when one told Vaſſus, he 


believ' d any thing but the Bible, Yofius's Reply had 
more Wit, that He ire could believe that, might 
believe any thing. 

One Syllogiſm is at the Service of Revela- 
tion-Jobbers, to prepare them for ſhutting up Shop: 
But as it will contain many Articles, a hort enu- 
meration of thoſe Articles, may properly precede it: 

A Mode of reveal'd Religion, or Chriſtianity, 
the Ruins of Popery, is impos'd, by High-Prieſts, 
pretended authoritative Preachers, Leaders, and 
original Prompters of it, mere ſinful Men, by a 
Commiſſion from God, as a matter of Fact, pro- 
phetically and morally neceſſary, with Claim of Ob- 
gation on Free-born Engliſb-men, under the ſevereſt 
Penalties, to believe and practiſe it: With Rights, 
Dignities, Revenues, Powers, and Pre-eminences 
annex'd to it: Hiſtory and Experience teach us, 
that it has been attended occaſionally with Acts of 


Wrong, Violence, Deceit, Forgery, Inſults on 


Human Nature, Abſurdities, Diſturbarites, Diſhe- 
riſon of Engliſh-men and their Families, Depravation 
of Underſtanding and Manners, Perplexities, Er- 
rors, Difficulties and Diſcouragements innumerable; 
Treſpaſs, Damage, Perfecution, —— Op- 
preſſion, Tyranny, and all Miſchief : 

God would (if it was His) and could; give it all 
the Evidence, which his Attributes, and thoſe of 
a Rational and Moral Being require, in every Ar- 
ticle; that it be inconteſtably clear and intuitive, 
elLevident, with Demonſtration of the Spirit, Con- 
ſtent, All-commanding; True, Perfect, Undoubred, 
Immurable, Wiſe,” Good, Juſt, without Spot, or 
Vrinkle, or any ſuch thing, Holy, and without Ble- 

iſh: Without Ambiguity, Uncertainty, Doubr, or E- 
quiyocation; entirely Satisfactory to all, making aright 

ſe of their Reaſon, duly exercis q and improv'd: 

The Hupoſers, that is they, who from ſuch as 
riginally ſuggeſted and taught it, by Succeſſion in 

wn on fill do the ſame, and penally 


1 2 geza 


** 


enjoyn it, as above, arg unable to prove it by; fuch 
Evidence; 

And they pretend i it is dangerous to let the People 
80 this: they inſiſt, ſome Craft, ſome Deluſion, 
ſome Idol, ſome Story to play with, in Religion, 
15 neceſſary to order the People: That is, Irrehgion 


is a neceſſary part of Religion; And to cry, ſtep Tbief, 


is dangerous to honeſt Men; the Screen is the Creed : 
Theſe Impoſers, avowing the Neceſſity of Fraud in 
Religion, confeſs they are Impo tors; they plead for it. 


And otherwiſe, Impoſers of what they cannot fo 


prove, are Inpoſtors: | 

They are obnoxious to all the Pars ene and. Pu- 
niſhments which the Common and Statute-Laws di- 
rect in ſuch Caſes, according to their Crimes, and 
the Aggravations of them, from firſt to laſt: 

The Syllogiſm is, ſuch Impoſtors are accountable, 
but High-Prieſts, Sc. of ſuch Nie are ſuch 
Impoſtors; Ergo: 

And leaſt they ſhould complain, that he, who 
demoliſhes: and can't build, is no Maſon, I will pre- 
ſent them with a Deſcription of that Religion, which 
ought to be Parochially preach'd, inſtead of theirs : 

Itis ſuch aone as is founded on a ſincere Diſpoſition 
and an active Endeavour, to our Power, according 
to our Circumſtances in Life, whereof each Perſon 
is a prudential Judge, to conſider, underſtand and 
practice his Duty in all Relations, eſpecially to Man- 
kind, as a rational Community under God, its head, 
and to his Country; conformably to the Principles 
of Right Reaſon, the Attributes of God, and the 
Nature and Relations of Perſons and Things; by 

the moſt aſſiduous and univerſal Exerciſe and Im- 
provement of intellectual, moral and political Truth, 
Juſtice, Equity and all Virtue; holding this to be 
Revelation, Chriſtianity from Chriſt the Logos, ot 
Rea ſan; Scripture, the "Word of-God, his Worſhip, 
Or dN, Ne TEE, reaſonable Service 5 the utmo 
Perfection, Dignity, Intereſt and Happineſs of ou 
Nature, of che. intelligent Word, and of - out 

: 2 Country 
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| Country: 3 and as a Point of Self. preſervation, and 


Self · defence, guarding and advancing the prior 
Rights of Humane Nature and our Country, againſt 


ſuch as would impoſe on, prejudice, oppreſs, im- 
poveriſh, diſtreſs; and enſlave them, therefore put 


_ themſelves in a State of War with, and are, Aggreſ- 
ſors on all Mankind, our felves and our Country, 


The Particulars of this may be eaſily deduc' d, 
1. e. rational and moral Education, and Example, 
eſpecially among our Superiors, on this Plan, every 


where enforc'd, would ſoon produce a happier In 
of Affairs chan any reveal'd Religion ever did, 


can create, and make the World a Pa RAD ISE — 
GAIN'D 3. for to be, and do Goed is the Whole of 
true Religion and Politicks, Perfection and Heaven. 

It is unreaſonable, it is repugnant to Common 


Senſe, that God, who can do nothing in vain, and 
is ever abere, Should make uſe of a Meſſenger, or a 


Mediator, or Legate, as Mr. Warburton in Com- 
plaiſance to Mr. Pope, and to merit his Legacy, in 
his Divine Legation of Moſes, makes him a 4e A 


latere from God to the Ju. 
That the Books aſerib'd to 4 were Wien 


by him, or by God's Commiſſion, either in any 


Manuſcript that can be nam d, er any Copy, much 


leſs in a printed Baok, or Verſion, never was, nor 


can be proy'd. 47 


That God ſent Moſes, best he omitted a | future 
State, is to ſay, that Mr. Warburton is a Reaſoner, 
becauſe he omits reaſoning to the Point; and that is 


neyer given as a Reaſon for it, bag Meer himſelf, or 
the Bible. 


That God ſent Moſes, becauſe the Law. given by 
Moſes could not be from any hut from Gad, ig 
falſe : For Human Reaſon, then, might have con- 


ſtituted that Law: And, in the Eaſt, God's ſpeaker: 
ing was the Style, whether he literally ſpoke 8 G00 


That Maſes was ſent frem God, becauſe 
gave actual R ang: P 
the Sanctions of that — 
. th | 


to the e Jn: im this, * F 


iſhments according o 


("ET 

is falſe: for there was one Event to the Righieous, 
that is, ſeemingly, and the Wicked, ſays Ecclefiaſtes, 
none were righteous, no, not one, rigorouſly, by the 
Law; in God's Sight none could be juſtify'd + 
Curſed was every one who did not continue in all 
Matters of the Law to fulfil it; which none could 
do, nor ever did: The Scriptures, on ſome keep- 
ing all the Law blameleſs, are contradictory, as 
they are in every thing that is Moral: Therefore 
they are no one Rule: And for this Cauſe, ſo many 
Sects and Religions have, and ever may plead the 
Scripture : They. are as Equivocal and Inconſiſtent, 
as all that is called Feſuiti/m + And Moſes could not 
come from God, becauſe his Law was impoſſible 
to be kept, none being oblig'd to an Impoſſibility: 

And Chriſt gave no one Syſtem of Law at all, but 
occaſional Precepts: YYhiſton himſelf thinks that, 
and that the only Syſtem of Chriſtian Law being 
the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, no true Copy of 
which is extant, he, therefore is no Chriſtian, but 
an Infidel; as, if 10 be an Euſebian, he is a Knave, 
as Euſebius was: Notwithſtanding all his Stir about 
the Trinity, he is, by conſequence from his Suſ- 
picions of Athanaſius, and from his Writings and 
Actions, an Athanaſian , or worſe : Indeed, he. has 
no Religion, having no Morality, for he docs Evil 
that Good may come of it, and does not practiſe 
his own Rules, thinks he does God Service, - by 
unreaſonably dillerving other Men, and has had a 
Tool's Penſion. 

As to the Biſhop' s and Clergy 8 Poſſeſſions, a 
Defender of them, who tells us, his Religion is that 
of the Primitive Church, gives them up: There 
was no one Primitive Church: Traditions and 
Churches vary'd and contradicted each other: And 
in thoſe Times, there were no Sees nor Livings; 
nor Ty:hes, which muſt belong to Benefices ; the 
1 Judaizing Chriſtians might freely give Tythes to 
dhe Poor and the Biſhops e But ee 18 
1 Anti -chriſtaniſm,. - - - | 
„ He 


"N63; } - 


He tells us, God might communicate 123 Thoughts oe 
to Man, becauſe he gave Man a Power to impart. . 
his Thoughts to another: It is falſe, Man does 
not impart his Thoughts, but uſes Sounds or Words 
agreed upon to be Signs of what are ſuppos'd to 
be his Thoughts : — They may not be his Thoughts | 
"_ he expreſſes : - 
And God has 20 T, houghts : Thoughts are plural, 5 
there is no Plurality or Compoſition in God; God 
cannot be ſaid, philoſophically, even to have a 
Power of- thinking, for he has eſſentially the per- 


petual neceſſary Act of thinking, which excludes _ 


the Power, as finite Beings may be FOO to 
have it abſtracted from the AF. 
God's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts i in all 
Reſpects; they are more morally ſo, than intellec- 
tually: His Righteouſneſs is as Man's, but his way of 
knowing all Things poſſible at once always, differs 
from the manner of Operation in the Human Un- 
derſtanding : But it agrees in this, Right Reaſon.” = 
' The Thought of God is Omniſcience, which is in- 
communicable to Man; and, morally, it is impoſſible . 
that God ſhould reveal himſelf to Man, after his 
firſt ſufficient Revelation, by giving him the Faculty 
of Reaſon. For either God made a perfect, ſut- 
ficient Plan or not; if not, he was not perfectly 
'and ſufficiently wiſe, true, good and immutable : It 
he did, he could not do after what was needleſs, . 
and therefore, another Revelation would deſtroy his 
Attribute of all-perfe&, ſufficient, immutable Wiſ⸗ 
dom, deny his Being, and be Atheiſm, and as 
attended with Immorality and Miſchief, Diaboli ſin; 
no Eſtates or Rights belong to its Impoſers, but 
the contrary. 
In'one Word, to Believe, is an Aſſent on Teſti- 


mony, with ſufigient Reaſon. of, — er @- == 


gainſt it; 


If with ſufficient Reaſon, there is no more of 
Religion or Merit in it, then in believing any Fact 


SN Propoſition" m 3 becauſe the Aﬀent is te 
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neceffary Effect of the Perception of n E. 5 
uidence; fo that, admitting it right, it is no Re- 
B ligion at-all,. that is built on it: "Which puts an 


End to reveal'd Religion built on F aith, 8 makes 5 


I Believers mere . 


If without or againſt ſufficient N as in this 
Caſe, it is not Faith, but Credulity, Temerity, 


upon Nothing is their Creed. 
Fit be produc'd by Grace or implicite Obedience, 


it is not the rational Act of the Believer, but of 
another, who believes for him, or determines his 
Mind and ſubverts his Free-agency : They are no 


Men, but Monſters, walking on others Legs. 


- Superſtition, Blindneſs, Ignorance, or a Belief of 
an Ablurdity, which is a Belief of nothing, for 
© Abſurdities are Contradictions, which are Non- 
. — entities ; and ſo are, in this Respect, the Believers; 
die wiſh them Joy of their Annihilation: The Poem 


And, in ſome, it is direct Preſumption a gainſt 


any Thing whatever, when Belief 1 is ſo much intictec 
on: A Crowd about a Mountebank, may be an Aſ- 


ſembly of very Farrayvi People: Take my Pills, 
and if you die, NEVER BELIEVE me more: Which ma 
be thought a ra ITHTUI Epitome of about five Mit- 


To be willing to believe, if you can, is F aith in 


% God's Sight; ſo that rational Infidels are Believers in 


the trueſt Way; and not to believe rationally is not 
fo-believe at all in God's Sight, who gave Reaſon and 


made the Uſe of it a Duty ;—therefore Believers are, 


hon Waggon-loads of Divinity from the Bodleian 


T.iblrary and all round it, to che primitive OCT 
Catheqdral in Grub-ſtreet. 


in reality, e in the . . where 1 8 
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